
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
September 16, 2011 

Minutes 
 
Present: Diane Brice, Carol Buse, Craig Clifton, Matt Craig, Kim Davis, Shawn Fouts, 

Jerry Moller, Carol Moore, John Robertson, Mark Usnick, Kathy Wetzel, 
Henry Wyckoff 

 
Absent:  Bob Austin, Tamara Clunis, Bill Crawford, Matthew Goodman, Judy Massie, 

Jason Norman 
 

WELCOME 
 
Shawn Fouts, chair of the 2011-12 Curriculum Committee, welcomed members.  He 
explained that the committee is the “quality control” for academic affairs at Amarillo College 
and outlined responsibilities of the committee. Because of the importance of the 
Committee’s responsibility, members were strongly encouraged to attend every meeting. He 
asked members of the committee to become familiar with submissions within their division 
in order to walk the committee through submissions. 
 
The name of the committee has been updated from Academic Affairs Committee to 
Curriculum Committee to be more reflective of the purpose and function of the committee. 
The purpose of the Committee has not changed. 
 
Gainful Employment legislation passed this summer requires submission of a letter to the 
Department of Education certifying the employability of students who receive a certificate of 
completion. Gainful employment must be approved for new certificates in order to receive 
federal financial aid.  
 
ARTS & SCIENCES 
Biology 
 
Nichol Dolby submitted a request to update the course description for the following course: 
 

BIOL 2316: Genetics 
Prerequisite: BIOL 1406 and MATH 1314 
Basic principles of Mendelian and molecular genetics. 
Study of the principles of molecular and classical genetics and the function and 
transmission of hereditary material. May include population genetics and genetic 
engineering. 
(3 sem hrs; 3 lec, 1 lab) 
 

Carol Buse moved, seconded by Kathy Wetzel to update the course description for BIOL 
2316. The motion carried. 
 
Speech 
 
Lynae Jacob submitted a request to delete the following courses from the course inventory: 



 
 SPCH 1171: College Success Techniques 
 SPCH 1342: Voice and Diction 
 SPCH 2341: Oral Interpretation 

Henry Wyckoff moved, seconded by Mark Usnick to delete the courses from the course 
inventory. The motion carried. 
 
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
Instrument & Control Technology 
 
Art Schneider submitted a request to update to title and description of the following course: 
 

 INTC 2339: Instrument and Control Review 
An overview of instrument and control technology in preparation for industry 
employment and national testing. 
(3 sem hrs; 2 lec, 2 lab) 

 
Jerry Moller moved, seconded by John Robertson to approve the updated course title and 
description. The motion carried. 
 
HEALTH SCIENCES 
Medical Laboratory Technology 
 
Jan Martin submitted a request to update the following course description: 
 

 PLAB 1163: Clinical – Phlebotomy/Phlebotomist 
A health-related work-based learning experience that enables the student to apply 
specialized occupational theory, skills and concepts. Direct supervision is provided 
by the clinical professional. 
(1 sem hr; 4 clinic) 

Mark Usnick moved, seconded by Matt Craig to approve the updated PLAB 1163 course 
description. The motion carried. 
 
 
Occupational Therapy Assistant 
 
Sheree Talkington submitted a request to delete the following course from the course 
inventory: 
 

 OTHA 2402: Therapeutic use of Occupations II 

 
Add the following course to the course inventory: 
 



 OTHA 2302: Therapeutic Use of Occupations II 
Prerequisite: OTHA 1415 
Continuation of OTHA 1315/1415: Therapeutic Use of Occupations or Activities I. 
Emphasis on advanced techniques and applications used in traditional and non-
traditional practice settings. 
(3 sem hrs; 2 lec, 4 lab) 

Replace OTHA 2402 with OTHA 2302 in the Occupational Therapy Assistant AAS degree 
(OTHA.AAS) and reduce the total number of hours from 71 to 70 semester hours. 
 
Matt Craig moved, seconded by Kim Davis to delete OTHA 2402 and add OTHA 2302 to the 
course inventory, replace OTHA 2402 with OTHA 2302 in the OTHA.AAS program and reduce 
the total program hours from 71 to 70. The motion carried. 
 
Physical Therapist Assistant 
 
Kelly Jones submitted a request to remove PTHA 1321: Pathophysiology from the course 
inventory and replace the course with HITT 1305: Medical Terminology in the Physical 
Therapist Assistant (PTHA.AAS) program curriculum. 
 
Carol Buse moved, seconded by Craig Clifton to remove PTHA 1321 from the course inventory 
and replace it with HITT 1305 in the PTHA.AAS program. The motion carried. 
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