Amarillo College Community Link

Community Advisory Committee Meeting

March 3, 2008
In Attendance:
Daniel Martinez, Bob Austin, Brad Johnson, Charles Mestas, Tony Renteria, Mayor Debra McCartt, Paul Boston, Anita Perez, Grace Stringer, Mary Jane Nelson, Becky Lopez, JoAnn Cruz-Perez, Santos Tenorio, Antonio Salazar, Lana Miers, Victoria Bowman, Maury Roman, Danette Fenstermaker and Maria Mungia.
Guest: 
Yolanda Salazar

I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
II. Maury presented the minutes for approval. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Daniel Martinez and seconded by Grace Stringer. Minutes were approved.  

III. Maury presented the program activity report. 
· 73 students enrolled in the first quarter of the GED program and 123 students to date have earned a GED diploma.
· 61 students enrolled in the Conversational English classes, which represents a slight decrease from the spring 2007 semester. Lana Miers, Conversational English instructor, gave an overview of students’ backgrounds, challenges, and issues. 
· The Conversational English for the Workplace and Computer Literacy schedule for the “Linking Education and the Community” project with Travis Middle School was presented. Delores Cole will teach Conversational English classes, and Bill Bowen will teach computer literacy classes. Students in the project will receive full scholarships per grant guidelines. 
· Academic recruiting activities conducted this semester included Tyson, Wal-Mart and a Cash for College seminar.  The Cash for College seminar was well attended with over 40 participants. Of those, 21 completed admissions and financial aid applications.

IV. Charles Mestas presented the scholarship committee report.  
· A list of 74 students was presented for approval to receive a $75 GED testing scholarship. JoAnn made a motion to approve. Daniel seconded the motion. The committee approved all scholarships.  
· Awards for spring 2008 totaled $4,850, which included:

· 7 scholarships for Academic Majors
· 6 for Academic English as a Second Language 
· 42 for Conversational English for the Workplace.

V. Maury presented the fundraising report.  
· Current fundraising efforts are to assist adult, at-risk students with scholarships for academic programs. She explained the new “Pipeline to Higher Education” initiative of Community Link to funnel adult prospective students in Northeast Amarillo to Amarillo College. The goal is to impact new and returning adult students to increase the number of non-traditional students registered in a technical or vocational program, within one year of submitting an admissions application. Students within this initiative will receive one-on-one assistance with academic advising, financial aid applications, college admissions forms, testing advice, and selecting a career plan. 

· The grant proposal submitted to the Weyerhaeuser Foundation for the “Pipeline to Higher Education” initiative was approved. Weyerhaeuser made a gift of $3,000 towards the fundraising goal. Maury also announced that Mrs. Myrna Raffkind contributed a donation of $2,000, and Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Salazar donated $400.  
VI. Daniel presented the community relations report.
· The Hispanic High School Graduate Banquet is scheduled for April 24th at the Grand Plaza Civic Center. Community Link will recognize 7 scholarship recipients. 

· The Speaking of Women’s Health Symposium is scheduled for September 27th at the Civic Center. 

· An invitation to the committee was made to be present at Travis Middle School at 9:00 am on Thursday, March 6th, to assist with registrations for the “Linking Education and the Community” project and to give interviews to the media. 

· An invitation was made to attend the GED Graduation Ceremony scheduled on Sunday, March 9th, at 3:00pm at the Central Church of Christ (15th & Monroe). 

· The annual Christmas Posada was December 6th, 2007 for the committee members and students. Entertainment for La Posada was Raul Cortinez and his band; students and their families celebrated the end of classes and the Christmas holiday.  

VII. New Business
· The American Association of University Women will conduct their annual meeting at Community Link on April 7th at 5:30pm. AAUW members will tour the facility and will hear a presentation about the Community Link Program.
VIII. Meeting adjourned.
