Amarillo College Community Link

Advisory Committee Meeting
June 5, 2006

In Attendance:
Nellie Ramon, Danette Fenstermaker, Daniel Martinez, Tony Salazar, Betty Howell, Phyllis Cook, Paul Boston, Dr. Steven Jones, Becky Lopez, Judge Abe Lopez, Dr. Renea Fike, Charles Mestas, Joe Ruiz, Judy Johnson, Maury Roman, Gina Villarreal, Zetta Riles, JoAnn Cruz-Perez.

Guests:
Yolanda Salazar, Ana Gonzalez, and Neftaly Zepata
I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
II. Betty Howell presented the minutes for approval.  The motion to approve the minutes was made by Daniel Martinez and seconded by Joe Ruiz. Minutes were approved.  
III. The program activity report was presented.
Maury provided the following program information:
· 81 students registered for Conversational English classes for spring 2006 semester.
· Students receive an average of 4 hours of classroom instruction and 1 hour of computer lab per week.
· “Speak English Now” classes will be offered for the first time in the summer. 
· The computer classes have been redesigned; all three classes are now offered at once for one fee. 
· 9 students enrolled in the Citizenship class. 
· Approximately 130 college eligible students attended the college preparatory seminars offered at Community Link during the 2005-2006 academic year.
Danette shared enrollment numbers for the GED class.
· For fall 2005, 14 students attended.

· For spring 2006, 65 students registered for classes. 
· To date, 9 students have received their GED Diploma. 
Renea asked if there are any native language students. Danette said that students are from various backgrounds with varied levels. 
IV. Charles Mestas presented the scholarship report.  
Six high school recipients were selected at the May 3rd scholarship committee meeting.
The recipients were Sergio Burgos, Ana Garcia, Neftaly Zapata, Jose Fuentes, Juan Granillo and Tracy Nunez, and their awards were presented at the Hispanic High School Graduate Banquet on May 11th at the Wesley Community Center. 
Charles stated that $4,500 had been designated for scholarships.  Maury presented a list of Conversational English and GED students for scholarship approval.  The committee approved 43 Conversational English and 25 GED testing awards.  An additional list of 25 students was presented for academic English as a Second Language awards.  JoAnn Cruz-Perez made the motion to approve all students with a $200 award towards an academic ESL class. Becky Lopez seconded the motion. The committee approved all scholarship awards.
Betty Howell introduced the scholarship recipients attending the meeting for them to share their personal accounts with the committee.  Maury gave some background information on each student. Both are HB 1403 Students. 
Ana Gonzalez is in her third year at Amarillo College; she is working towards her Associates degree in Architecture.  She is a first-generation student.  She has volunteered at Community Link tutoring Conversational English students. Additionally, she won a $200 scholarship at the Cash for College seminar.
Neftaly Zapata is also a first generation student.  He attended the financial aid workshop in April with his father.  He is a graduate of Caprock High School. His mother is ill and has a heart condition.  He received a $500 scholarship, half for the fall semester and the other half for the spring semester.  He is majoring in biology; his goal is to become a doctor. 
V. Joe Ruiz presented the community relations report.
Daniel Martinez attended the TACHE (Texas Association of Chicanos in Higher Education) summit in April.  About 125 to 150 higher education and community representatives participated in the event.  Representatives from Amarillo College, Frank Phillips College, Clarendon College and WT participated and shared information regarding the activities and services their institutions offer to address the participation of Latino students in higher education. Joe Ruiz commented that the Hispanic Graduate Banquet was held last month and that 43 scholarship recipients were announced.  

VI. Maury presented the fundraising report.
The fundraising campaign has been deferred.  Maury is working together with Kathy Dowdy from the Amarillo College Foundation to raise scholarship money for the GED & Employability Skills Program.  Maury announced that the Josephine Anderson Trust made a $5,000 donation.
VII. Meeting adjourned.
