Amarillo College Community Link

Community Advisory Committee Meeting

June 9, 2008
In Attendance:
Tony Renteria, Daniel Martinez, Bob Austin, Brad Johnson, Charles Mestas, Paul Boston, Anita Perez, Grace Stringer, Mary Jane Nelson, JoAnn Cruz-Perez, Antonio Salazar, Judge Abe Lopez, Prentis Williams, Myrna Raffkind, Victoria Bowman, Maury Roman, and Danette Fenstermaker.
Guest: 
Yolanda Salazar

I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
II. Maury presented the minutes for approval. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Daniel Martinez and seconded by JoAnn Cruz-Perez. Minutes were approved.
III. An update of the “Linking Education and the Community” project was presented. 
Maury presented an overview of activities, current efforts, future goals and challenges. Preliminary numbers resulted in 40 students enrolled with 28 students completing the first phase of the project. Funding is a pressing challenge for the project. In the initial phase, classes were free for each participating student; however, no scholarships are available for the second phase of the project.  Ann Hill stated that she was going to recruit more of the Somali population and assist with scholarships.  The learning environment posed an additional challenge as the cafeteria was provided as the classroom; Ann Hill offered to speak with the new principal to secure an actual classroom.  
IV. The program activity report was presented. 

Danette presented an update on GED: 
· Spring semester, 121 students were enrolled. 
· Two classes are scheduled for the summer semester and both are filled to capacity. 
· 152 students to date have earned their GED diploma.
· 57 GED graduates to date have transitioned to an academic or technical program. 
Maury presented an update on the Conversational English for the Workplace program: 
· Scholarship amounts have decreased from $75 to $30.
· From the fall and spring semesters, 27 students transitioned to the academic ESL program each with a $100 scholarship award. 
Victoria presented an outreach report. Outreach activities conducted this semester included the Amigo Center, Faith City Mission, Family Support Service meetings, and the FAST program at Mesa Verde. Several presentations were given at these locations to promote AC academic programs as well as GED and ESL classes. Presentations at Glenwood elementary and Highland Park HS were also given. Information about Community Link and Amarillo College was provided to several of the apartment complexes and businesses in the Community Link area. 
V. Charles Mestas presented the scholarship committee report.  
Fifteen scholarship applicants were invited to Community Link for an interview with Antonio Renteria, Charles Mestas, and Maury Roman.  The students, who did not receive a Community Link Scholarship, were referred to the Adult Students Program for additional scholarship opportunities. Charles presented the list of proposed scholarship recipients and asked for a motion. The motion to approve was made by JoAnn and seconded by Paul. The committee approved unanimously. 

VI. Maury presented a community relations report.
· The American Association of University Women conducted their annual meeting at Community Link. AAUW members were given a tour of the building and heard a presentation about Community Link services and programs. 

· Maury served on the scholarship committees for Tyson and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 
· The Speaking of Women’s Health Conference is scheduled for September 27th.  Last year, 600 ladies attended; the planning committee estimates 850 participants for this year’s event. Everyone is invited to the media kick off scheduled for Tuesday, June 27th, at La Fiesta on Ross. AC will have a recruiting table at the event. 

VII. Maury presented the fundraising report.  
Fundraising activities will be resumed upon further direction from the Amarillo College Foundation office. 
VIII. New Business
Career Surfing Workshops will be offered in collaboration with the Amarillo Public Libraries: June 17th at the North Branch Library, June 23rd at the East Branch Library and on June 26th at the Southwest Branch Library. Maury asked committee members to please take flyers and distribute them among any clients interested in attending Amarillo College. 
IX. Meeting adjourned.
