Amarillo College Community Link

Community Advisory Committee Meeting

July 16, 2007

In Attendance:
Zetta Riles, Tony Salazar, Tony Renteria, Paul Boston, Santos Tenorio, Mayor Debra McCartt, Prenis Williams, Becky Lopez, Mary Jane Nelson, Anita Perez, Grace Stringer, Brad Johnson, Bob Austin, Daniel Martinez, Myrna Raffkind, Maury Roman, Nellie Ramon, Danette Fenstermaker. 

Guests: 
Yolanda Salazar, Patty Parker, Guadalupe LaFuente, Juan Medrano, Gabriel Medina, Miguel Bedoy

I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.

II. Maury presented the March minutes for approval. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Mayor Debra McCartt and seconded by Prenis Williams. Minutes were approved.    

III. Maury presented the program activity report. 
Maury discussed the progress of current recruitment efforts and goals to increase enrollment of adult students. A copy of the Adult Recruitment plan was distributed and some of the current activities were discussed, including:

· Collaboration with the AC Testing Center to advise and recruit prospective students. The Testing Center will provide to Community Link contact information of GED graduates, twice a semester.  
· The expansion of recruitment activities to area businesses. “Recruitment Fairs” have been arranged at Tyson on July 25th and August 2nd, as well as Wal-Mart on July 19th and 26th.
· The expansion of outreach activities at the public libraries. Mobile “Cash for College” workshops were conducted the week of May 14th through 22nd at all five libraries: North, Northwest, Southwest, and East Branches, as well as the Central location.

IV. Zetta Riles presented the scholarship report on behalf of Charles Mestas. 
Zeta shared the highlights of the 10 students interviewed to receive academic scholarships. She commented about the Hispanic High School Graduate Banquet, where Community Link recipients were recognized by Mayor Debra McCartt with their award. Additionally, she presented an article from the Amarillo Globe-News featuring these recipients. Maury presented a list of the awards distributed in the spring and summer semesters, which included 93 GED testing fees and 55 Conversational English for the Workplace scholarships.
V. Maury reviewed the fundraising report. 
The balance of the fund to date is $32,000.
VI. Daniel presented the community relations report.
Daniel Martinez introduced our new committee members: Anita Perez, First Bank Southwest - Assistant Vice President; Mary Jane Nelson, Amarillo Area Foundation - Community Youth Development Program Coordinator, and Myrna Raffkind, Community Volunteer. Daniel introduced the special guests attending the meeting. They are former students from both the GED and Conversational English classes who after completing their studies at Community Link went on to pursue higher education and/or better jobs.  The following students shared their success stories:

· Juan Medrano, GED graduate, attending AC, majoring in Diesel Mechanics
· Miguel Bedoy, CLINK scholarship recipient, academic ESL graduate and Weather Anchor at Telemundo
· Guadalupe LaFuente, CLINK scholarship recipient, academic ESL graduate and owner of Eleonorae Beauty Salon 

· Gabriel Medina, former CLINK student worker, scholarship recipient, AC graduate and WT Master in Finance candidate, December 2007

VII. Meeting adjourned.

