Amarillo College Community Link

Community Advisory Committee Meeting

September 8, 2008

In Attendance:
Tony Renteria, Daniel Martinez, Bob Austin, Phyllis Cook, Zetta Riles, Charles Mestas, Paul Boston, Anita Perez, Grace Stringer, Mary Jane Nelson, JoAnn Cruz-Perez, Antonio Salazar, Victoria Bowman, Maury Roman, Danette Fenstermaker, and Rubi Garcia
Guests: 
Yolanda Salazar and Art Green
I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. The minutes were presented for approval. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Daniel Martinez and seconded by Phyllis Cook.  Minutes were approved.

II. The program activity report was presented.

Maury provided the outcomes on “Linking Education and the Community” project with Travis Middle School.
· AC did not submit an application to continue the grant. 
· Classes for the second phase of the project will start on September 23rd and end November 13th. Pre-registration will be held Thursday, September 11th, at Travis MS. 
· Computer classes will be conducted at Community Link’s computer lab.
· To date, the project has served 114 students. All received a $60 scholarship for Conversational English classes and $25 for computer classes.
· Students in the project participated in two information sessions: 
· Certified Nurse’s Aide 
· Other careers in the healthcare industry 
· The project will conclude by the end of December.
Danette presented an update on the GED program:  
· 46 students enrolled for fall 2008 quarter 1.
· 40 students attended a GED orientation on September 2nd. The orientation is a pre-requisite to take the official GED test. 
· To date, 192 students have earned their GED diploma. 
· The committee is invited to attend the GED Graduation Ceremony on Sunday, September 14th, at 3:00pm at the Central Church of Christ. 
Victoria presented an update on outreach activities:

· Mobile Financial Aid Workshops were conducted in collaboration with the Amarillo Public Library System at the North, East, and Southwest Branch Libraries.
· Information tables were set-up at Bowie and Travis Middle School during their registrations. 
· Information tables were set-up at the T-Anchor Flea Market. 
· Xcel Energy is looking for bilingual customer service agents. A group of 7 GED students were taken to Xcel Energy to attend Xcel’s pre-employment orientation.
· Collaboration with Panhandle Workforce Solutions has been re-initiated. Community Link will conduct on site recruitment every other Monday.
III. Maury introduced Mr. Art Green from Richard Millburn Academy.
Mr. Green presented information regarding Richard Millburn Academy. The school has a student population of approximately 200 students; 78% are minorities.  He wants to work with Amarillo College to promote academic and technical programs that can help RMA students. He expressed his appreciation for Community Link outreach visits and the presentations that Maury has conducted to encourage RMA students to stay in school.
IV. Maury presented the scholarship report.  
The scholarship fund balance is $9,415.33. Scholarship distributions for 2007-2008 academic year totaled $8,465 with 22 awards for academic programs and 63 for Conversational English classes. Awards for the GED test will be made later in the semester.
V. Maury presented the community relations report.
· A reception to welcome Dr. Dana West, new principal at Travis Middle School, is scheduled for September 23rd, 2008 at 4:30pm. Everyone is invited.

· The Speaking of Women’s Health Conference is scheduled for September 27th from 8am to 4pm at the Civic Center.  Amarillo College is a sponsor and an information table will be set-up. Maury has been invited to emcee the event. Mary Jane Nelson will also be honored at the conference.
· Wesley Community Center is hosting their annual fundraiser “Una Gran Cena”. Judge Abe Lopez is the keynote speaker, and a reception in his honor will take place prior to the event.
VI. New Business
· Anita Perez shared information regarding ‘Meet Jack’ and the partnership between First Bank Southwest and AISD to provide financial literacy information to students.

· Cash for College is scheduled for October 16th at 6:30pm at Community Link. 

· Maury expressed her appreciation to Anita Perez with FirstBank Southwest for the generous donation to the Community Link Scholarship Fund.

VII. Meeting adjourned.
