Advisory Board Meeting

September 11, 2006

In Attendance:
Daniel Martinez, Charles Mestas, JoAnn Cruz-Perez, Prenis Williams, Debra McCartt, Grace Stringer, Paul Boston, Zetta Riles, Maury Roman, Santos Tenorio, Tony Renteria, Joe Ruiz, Danette Fenstermaker, Nellie Ramon, and Judy Johnson.

Guest: Robyn Abbruscato

I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.

II. Maury presented the minutes for approval. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Daniel Martinez and seconded by JoAnn Cruz Perez. Minutes were approved.
III. Mr. Antonio Renteria introduced guest speaker, Robyn Abbruscato. 
Mrs. Abbruscatto discussed the new partnership between Texas Tech University School of Pharmacy students and Amarillo College Community Link ESL students. The partnership is designed to help students in the TTUHSC Pharmacy School Beginning Spanish class to practice and improve their Spanish language skills and the students from Community Link to practice their English language skills via the internet and e-mail correspondence. The project will utilize a program called Key Pals which basically sets up a pen pal type program where the students communicate with each other through e-mails.  The class will correspond twice a week on full weeks and once a week on shorter weeks.   The Pharmacy students will design a Web Quest for Community Link students in which they will go on a virtual scavenger hunt using vocabulary that pertains to the corresponding class.  Maury has prepared and started e-mail basic training with the students in the ESL class who will be participating in this project.  The project will allow the students in both classes to further develop their vocabulary, along with reading and writing skills in English and Spanish.

IV. Maury presented the program activity report.
Fall 2006, class enrollments including Conversational English, GED, and Computer Training currently stand at 144 with Citizenship, Financial Education and College Preparation Seminars still scheduled for the remainder of the year.

V. Charles Mestas presented the scholarship report. He reported the following awards for spring 2007:
Academic Awards (Washington Street Campus)
16 ESL (English-As-a-Second Language) awards 
$400 


7 Academic Awards (Other Majors) 
$500

Continuing Education Awards (Community Link)

14 Conversational English scholarship renewals 
$75


29 New Conversational English awards
$75

16 GED Testing Fee awards
$70


VI. Daniel Martinez presented the community relations report.

Daniel shared that Community Link and the community relations committee will be putting together a donor appreciation celebration in December. Students will be invited as well. 
VII. Maury presented the fundraising report.

Appointments have been scheduled with prospective donors. Maury and members of the fundraising committee will be visiting with donors and making proposals to raise scholarship funds for the GED program.

VIII. Meeting adjourned.
