Amarillo College Community Link

Community Advisory Committee Meeting

October 15, 2007

In Attendance:
Dr. Steven Jones, Antonio Salazar, Daniel Martinez, Anita Perez, Judge Abe Lopez, Bob Austin, Santos Tenorio, Charles Mestas, Phyllis Cook, Paul Boston, Zeke Castro, Becky Lopez, JoAnn Cruz-Perez, Grace Stringer, Maury Roman, Danette Fenstermaker and Nellie Ramon.
I. Maury introduced Dr. Steven Jones to the committee and welcomed everyone. The committee reviewed the minutes for approval.  The motion to approve the minutes was made by Paul Boston and seconded by Santos Tenorio. Minutes were approved with a correction.  

II. Maury opened the floor for Dr. Jones to discuss the upcoming bond issue.  
Dr. Jones explained to the committee the three main reasons for the bond:

1) 
To help add facilities for the Allied Health/Nursing Division and to help increase the number of nurses in the area. 
2) 
To renovate previously used buildings, and to expand classroom facilities for the Engineering, Math and English areas to help with traffic congestion.

3) 
To provide critical care and update technology for older existing buildings.   
The bond will raise taxes 2.66 cents per/$100,000.  Anyone 65 or older will not see an increase.  A voter mail-out for 10,000 is scheduled for this week.  AC is not paying for any marketing or publications; friends of AC are providing for the costs.  Dr. Jones stated the project will be completed in 5 years.  No additional land will be required or purchased.  Early voting begins October 22nd. The election is scheduled for November 6th.
III. Maury presented the program activity report.  
Out of 106 prospective students that completed the admissions and financial aid applications, 90 students enrolled for the fall semester. The list includes 12 English-as-a-Second-Language students and 78 students enrolled in other majors.  58% of the students enrolled are of Hispanic background, 69% are adult students 20 years and older and 35% from the 79107 zip code area.  Most students were recruited from the Cash for College seminar and the GED program.

IV. Charles Mestas presented the scholarship committee report.  
Charles presented a list of 53 students for approval to receive a $75 GED testing scholarship.  Becky Lopez made the motion to approve all students. Antonio Salazar seconded the motion.  The committee approved all scholarships as presented.

V. Maury presented the community relations report.  
AC and Community Link were represented at the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce event, Flavors of Amarillo and the Texas Tech Speaking of Women’s Health Symposium. Daniel Martinez represented AC and Community Link on Maury’s behalf at Wesley Community Center’s Una Gran Cena. The annual Christmas Posada for committee members and students was scheduled for December 6th at 6:30 pm with the committee meeting from 6:00pm to 6:30pm and the Posada immediately after.
VI. Maury presented the fundraising committee report.  
The fundraising campaign for the 2008-2009 academic year will begin on March 2008. Maury presented a draft of a proposal letter along with a list of prospective donors and donation amounts for the committee’s review.  She requested feedback to help improve the fundraising efforts.  She also requested volunteers to assist with visiting prospective donors.  Judge Abe Lopez suggested that Maury contact Ben E. Keith.  Becky Lopez suggested that Maury contact Sam’s Club.  Daniel Martinez volunteered to assist with Tyson.  
VII. Meeting adjourned.

