Amarillo College Community Link

Community Advisory Committee Meeting

June 13, 2011
In Attendance:
Marcy Carrasco, Ann Hill, Becky Lopez, Charles Mestas, Anita Perez, JoAnn Cruz-Perez, Myrna Raffkind, Nemo Rodriguez, Susan Stevenson, Grace Stringer, Mitzie Veloz, Liz Rascon, Maury Roman, and Danette Fenstermaker.
Guest: 
April Sessler representing Bob Austin
I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. New advisory committee members were introduced: Mitzie Veloz with Tacos Garcia, Nemo Rodriguez from Amarillo National Bank, Marcy Carrasco from Tyson Foods, Ann Hill from AISD, and Susan Stevenson with Amarillo Education Foundation.  Three committee members tendered their resignations: Debra McCartt, Paul Boston, and Father Gabriel Cardiel. Appreciation is expressed to all these committee members for their service. 

II. Maury presented a summary of the “Program Review”, and data was shared with the committee members:
· Enrollment services:

· As reflected in the program review, the number one service provided at the center is enrollment services. During the last three years, academic recruitment through Community Link has increased from semester to semester: out of 1441 prospective students, 801 completed the enrollment process and enrolled at Amarillo College. This conversion rate is just under 56% which compares with the rate reflected by Amarillo College as a whole. Community Link is on target, especially given the challenges faced by the students assisted. 

· GED program:

· The GED Preparation Program started in the fall of 2005 with 12 students. Currently, classes average more than 100 students per year.  Since the inception, about 934 students initially scoring at a 5.5 or above reading level on the placement exam have been served. Of those, more than 372 have already earned their GED and 128 of the GED graduates have been transitioned on to an academic program at AC.

· ESL program:

· The ESL Program at Community Link started in fall of 2002; since then more than 1200 students have been served. 36% of those students have been transitioned to AC’s academic ESL program at one time. 

III. 
Maury reviewed a panel discussion held early in the year at Community Link by the Amarillo Area Foundation with current AC Community Link students.

· Fear was the common factor expressed by the panel of 20 students when discussing barriers to education. Additional challenges expressed by these students were lack of confidence about going to college and financial concerns.
· The panel discussion was part of an exercise conducted by the Amarillo Area Foundation who is applying for the Melinda and Bill Gates Grant.

· The staff is optimistic that some Community Link students may benefit from the grant to further their education.  
VII.   New Business
· Maury announced the upcoming Operation Education event. Community Link will collaborate once again with many departments of Amarillo College: academic advisors will attend to assist prospective students with information about programs at Amarillo College. The financial aid department will assist students with completing their FAFSA online. College Relations will assist with promotions and media coverage. ITS Division will bring equipment and vehicles for display and Tyson & Amigos United will give the hamburger cook-out. Committee members are invited to help with publicity and asked to come and help participants at the event.

· The next meeting is Monday, September 12, at 12:00pm. 
III. Meeting adjourned.
