Amarillo College Community Link

Community Advisory Committee Meeting

September 12, 2011

In Attendance:
Bob Austin, Ann Hill, Becky Lopez, Charles Mestas, Anita Perez, JoAnn Cruz-Perez, Myrna Raffkind, Phyllis Cook, Santos Tenorio, Nemo Rodriguez, Susan Stevenson, Grace Stringer, Liz Rascon, Maury Roman, Danette Fenstermaker, and Aida Rimel.
I. Maury called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. She asked all members to introduce themselves. 
II. The minutes were presented for approval. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Phyllis Cook and seconded by Susan Stevenson. Minutes were approved.

III. Presentation of Community Link Video.

· In 2005, Community Link was 1 of 5 winners for the Star Award from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  At that time, the program was invited to produce a video to present at Starlink.  Committee members watched the 4-5 minute video presentation to learn more about Community Link and how students are served through the program. Many of the foundations that were listed in the video continue providing support to Community Link along with several business partners such as Tyson, Panhandle Workforce Solutions and others. 
· Dr. Bud Joyner in collaboration the Amarillo College Foundation, the Advisory Committee, and Community Link staff wrote the mission statement of Community Link.  The committee reviewed the mission that was presented to the Board of Regents in 2002. Although, the program has evolved; the mission continues to be the same. 
· The video presented some statistics taken from the 2000 census about individuals who do not have a high school diploma or GED; the statistics are not improving.  
IV. AC’s 2010-2015 strategic plan and Community Link.

· Maury referred the members to a handout with part of the strategic plan and informed the members that the complete document is available on the Amarillo College website.  Goal #2, Ensure Student Access, is where Community Link will have a role.  The advisory committee will participate in a focus group to evaluate and decide the future of Community Link. Members were encouraged to participate and take an active role in the focus group.  
V. Enrollment update.  
· For spring and fall 2011, 571 total applications were received; of those applicants, 135 students registered for spring 2011 and 197 for fall, totaling 332 students assisted with all enrollment services and registration. 
VI. Community Link will be hosting the Board of Regents meeting on January 24, 2012.  Maury invited the advisory committee members to attend.  Bob Austin mentioned that normally their meetings are held at the Washington St. campus, and they meet at Community Link every other year. Dinner will be served, and everyone is invited to attend.  
VII. Danette shared a story with the committee. She had the opportunity to work with a husband and wife in the Community Link GED program; they both received their GED. Next, they were helped with the enrollment process, and they registered for classes.  Later, the student enrolled in a Psychology class with Danette in an academic setting.  She e-mailed Danette about a special function with her son.  On that evening, Danette was assisting at a function at San Jacinto Elementary School where 2 of their most promising students for the “No Excuses University” were recognized, it was very inspirational because it was the student’s son that was chosen out of all those students to speak about his opportunities and his future in education.  
VIII. Ann Hill informed the committee that their first refugee parent is getting his GED.  Maury added that we have a lot of refugee students in Community Link ESL classes and have noticed during the last year there are a lot more refugee students coming to the GED classes as well. They are moving along the pipeline.  
IX.
New Business:
· The Josephine Anderson Charitable Trust made a $10,000.00 donation for scholarships for Community Link students
· Next Advisory meeting is on December 5, 2011

X.        Meeting adjourned.
