
 

Advisory Board / Business and 
Leadership Council 

 

Drafting December 5, 2026 

 

Chairperson: Carrie Hoffman   

Meeting Date: December 5, 2025 Meeting Time: 11:30AM Meeting Place: Engineering 104 

Recorder: Penelope Davies  Previous Meeting: May 13, 2025 

Members 

P? Name Company Title Phone Email 

P Dan Purdy Playa Design Studio Project Manager 806-206-6513  

P Lindsey Reynolds The Duration Homes 

President of Texas 
Panhandle 
Builders 
Association  

lindsay@ftdhomes.com 

 Mason Rogers Playa Design Architect 206-6513 mason@playadesignstudio.com 

P Karyn Pierce AISD CTE Director 806-326-1961 karyn.pierce@amaisd.org 

P Jamie Hunter AC Employer Engagement   jlhunter28@actx.edu 

P Jamie Perez AC Transfer Success   j0122744@actx.edu 

P Fritz Dugan AC Construction Instructor   ferduke12@gmail.com 

P Robert Downing RDS Inspections Owner 806-290-7166 rds.inspection@gmail.com 

P Jordan Dugan Caprock Designs Builder 806-437-1193 jordan@caprockdb.com 

P Clif Burk SW General Contractors  806-374-1050 clif@swgc.net 

P Dusty Barrick Diversified Interiors  806-379-9622 dmbarrick@di-ama.com 

mailto:mason@playadesignstudio.com
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P Nichole Carroway Park Hill Architect 806-376-8600 NCarroway@Parkhill.com 

P Denise Lynch CRL Architects Architect 806-374-0676 dlynch@crlarchitects.com 

P Travis McPherson Western Builders  806-376-4321 tmcpherson@wbamarillo.com 

 Sheila Sims Sims + Architects Architect 358-7069 ssims@sims-architects.com 

P David Nowell Sims + Architects Architect 358-7069 dnowell@sims-architects.com 

 Bryan Rhodes Rhodes Architecture Architect 336-7786 raoffice@raoffice.com 

 Gentri Zgadzaj Bluehaven Homes Lead Designer 806-803-8110 gzgadzaj@bluehavenhomes.com 

 John Moya Sims Parge Moya Architects Architect 374-2341 jmoya@spmarch.com 

 Brain Swartwood Cactus Feeders   brian.swartwood@cactusfeeders.com 

 Jacob Moreno Altura Architect 888-947-6066 jacob.moreno@alturaengineering.com 

P Jeremy Matthews Altura Designer Manager 888-947-6066  jeremy.matthews@alturaengineering.com 

 Travis Brown Brown Consulting Engineers Engineer 806-354-0141 travis.brown@brownconsultingengineers.com 

 Ethan Long Sage Oil Vac    

 Hannah Welch Sage Oil Vac  372-7559 hwelch@sageoilvac.com 

 Derlin Campbell Xcel Energy  806-881-5366 Derlin.W.Campbell@xcelenergy.com 

 Aldolfo Garcia Hi-Plains Civil Engineers  806-353-7233 adolfog@hpcetx.com 

P Chris Godinez Hi-Plains Civil Engineers   chrisg@hpcetx.com 

 Ryan Gromek AISD -AHS Teacher 806-326-2000 Ryan.Gromek@amaisd.org 

mailto:dnowell@sims-architects.com
mailto:raoffice@raoffice.com
mailto:jmoya@spmarch.com
mailto:brian.swartwood@cactusfeeders.com
mailto:jacob.moreno@alturaengineering.com
mailto:Aldolfog@brandtengineers.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=amarillo+high+school&rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1010US1010&oq=amarillo+high+sch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBwgHEAAYgAQyBwgIEAAYgAQyBwgJEAAYgASoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:Ryan.Gromek@amaisd.org
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P Eric Combs AISD - AmTech Teacher 806-326-2200 Eric.Combs@amaisd.org 

 Chris Thompson Valero Design Supervisor  chris.thompson@valero.com 

 Jenifer Payne Excel Machinery Owner  jpayne@excelmach.com 

  Joshua Milford City of Amarillo/AC Adjunct  Drafter  jamilford21@actx.edu 

P Richard Evers Xcel Energy / AC Adjunct Drafter  r0077851@actx.edu 

 Taya Mamba Amarillo College Director, Perkins   

P Ryan Francis Amarillo College 
Coordinator 
Perkins Activities, 
Perkins Grant 806-371-5472 

 

 Steve Duniven Midwest Machine Steve Duniven  steve@midwestmachinellc.com 

Others Present 

P? Name Company Title Phone Email 

P Carrie Hoffman Amarillo College  
Drafting 
Coordinator -
Instructor 

806-371-5091  

P Edie Carter Amarillo College 
Dean of STEM & 
Academic Success 

806-371-5335  

P Ernie Sheets Amarillo College 

Department Chair, 
Manufacturing 
and Construction 
Technology 

806-335-4221  

P David Hall Amarillo College 
Dean Technology 
Education Industry 
Programs  

806-335-4309  

https://www.google.com/search?q=amarillo+high+school&rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1010US1010&oq=amarillo+high+sch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBwgHEAAYgAQyBwgIEAAYgAQyBwgJEAAYgASoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:Eric.Combs@amaisd.org
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Agenda 

Agenda Item Action, Discussion, Information Responsibility 

Call to Order: Chair Approve minutes  Motion:   David Nowell 

 Discussion Second:    Richard Evers 

 

P Penelope Davies Amarillo College Department Chair  806-371-5901  

Minutes 

Key Discussion Points Discussion 

Executive Dean of STEM & 

Academic Success 

Edie Carter welcomed each of the members.  She stressed the importance of considering the possibilities of a 

collaborative future endeavor between our drafting area and our construction area. 

Member News 

From our members:  How is business.  What new changes are you seeing in Drafting?  Are you hiring?   

Dan Purdy:  Revit important, Auto CAD, Keep up with the future trends 

Karyn Pierce:  Working with Drafting and AmTech architecture program 

Lindsey Reynolds:  Focus on the needs of the next generation. 
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Robert Downing:  Be sure students can read symbols different line types and prints in general. Know about tools 

and how to read them.  

Jordan Dugan:  Working with Chief Architect is an important skill to develop. 

David Nowell:  Important for students to be able to read prints.  Students should be aware of what AI will bring to 

the future of drafting and construction. Students should be aware of the site information along with the Auto 

Desk, Universal AI, Forma Cloud. 

Jamie Perez:  As he focuses on transfers, he noted that the east campus focuses on allowing their students to 

obtain skills for a great job.  The WSC focus was on also allowing their students in drafting to get good jobs.  TTU 

does have a bachelor’s degree in construction management; however, WTAMU does not. 

Fritz Dugan:  Important for the students to have experience in the field, carpentry, construction, what is being built 

as well as how the drafter would develop the design. What should be found on the plans along with the different 

standard industry symbols.  The combination of construction and drafting could be invaluable for our students. 

Clif Burk:  There is a large gap between those employees who are about to retire and those employees who are 

ready to work and learn. 

Ryan Francis:  Perkins Grant focuses on providing a workforce that will meet the needs of our community.  He felt 

the collaborative endeavor between drafting and construction would be important for our students. 

Travis McPherson:  Technical skills are important to know Revit, CAD, etc.  The experience of what the plans are 

communicating and the results with construction are invaluable.  The students need both skills. 

Dusty Barrick:  Collaboration and cooperation between our drafting area and our construction area will benefit the 

students seeking employment.  Also providing our students with problem solving skills and critical thinking skills 

will be very helpful as they seek employment. 
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Ernie Sheets:  He emphasized the importance of basic training, skill building, and hands-on opportunities for our 

students.  He discussed his work with dual credit programs with AmTech and the benefit these programs have 

provided our students. 

David Hall:  He expressed appreciation for the openness of each member and the value that cooperative and 

collaborative ventures could provide our members. 

Eric Combs:  He expressed his interest in Chief Architecture as a software could bring his students at AMTech.  He 

did understand the restrictions placed on the Data Privacy Agreement that was required.  He uses Sketch Up.  He 

also recognized the importance of combining the drafting skills with the construction skills for a greater real-world 

experience for our students.   

Many of the members recommended the following for future drafters entering the workforce: 

• Willingness to continue to learn 

• Excitement for drafting 

• Passion for drafting as well as the company 

• Adaptiveness and flexibility 

• Willingness to ask questions 

• Willingness to listen 

• Professional conduct at all times while on the job 

• Communication skills, verbal and written 

• Attendance, coming to work each day 

• Performance, providing the best drafting skills possible and willingness to always improve 

• Willingness and commitment to helping the company be as successful as possible 

Each member felt that the program Chief Architect provided our students will key drafting skills.  The members 

also encourage our students to have experience with a 3-D scanner if possible. 

Drafting News Carrie Hoffman reviewed the Drafting Program and reflected on the fact that enrollment in our drafting program 

has decreased.  She had attended the Canyon ISD Trades Day, the recruitment day at AmTech, and the Region 16 
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 Education Summit to recruit future students.  She stated that her classes incorporated Basic CAD, Intermediate 

and advanced CAD.  She utilizes Revit and Chief Architect as programs to develop our students’ skills.   

Carrie reveals a cooperative potential certificate that would combine both drafting and construction skills for our 

students. 

Several members reflected that a more gradual combination of the two area might serve our students better.  This 

collaboration between drafting and construction will continue to be studied. 

Badger Bound was discussed which will begin this fall, 2026, and will provide students who have earned 15 hours 

of dual credit with Amarillo College while in high school will receive a scholarship covering tuition, fees, books and 

course materials for up to 3 years or 45 semester credit hours.   

Carrie also shared that this spring an online drafting class will be offered for our students to consider.  We will 

continue our work with the east campus and their partnership to our drafting area to grow. 

Carrie asked that each member complete the Perkins survey before their departure.  She also indicated that she 

would email each member the link to complete the short survey at their convenience.  Carrie thanked each 

member for their attendance and their willingness to share their recommendations for our drafting program. 

 

New Business: Online drafting classes being offered for our students this spring. 

 
Recruiting information – Carrie has been attending career fairs to help recruit students.  

We are working with AmTech to align for Technical Dual Credit for the architecture students.  

 Handshake – Amarillo College has joined Handshake. Employers can create a profile to recruit employees.  

Curriculum Decisions: None 

Other: Future Trends -  
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Chairperson signature (or designee):     Date:  12-5-2025 

 

 3-D Scanners being investigated for use in our classrooms which will provide our students with additional skills for 

our area employers. 

Flying drones for video capture 

 

Chief Architect:  the members were very supportive of the program Chief Architect and encourage the use of this 

program so that our students could develop skills that this program provides 

David – Chief Architect has a lot of fun tools. From a residential design standpoint, it is quick and user friendly. 

Great for smaller jobs. Revit is mostly used in the commercial industry and becomes a tool after construction for 

the owner.  

 Next Meeting:  April 24, 2026, 11:30 am – 1 pm. 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 1 pm. 
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