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AMARILLO COLLEGE BOARD OF REGENTS 
MINUTES OF SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

January 14, 2026 
 

REGENTS PRESENT:   
Mr. Jay Barrett, Chair  
Mrs. Anette Carlisle 
Ms. Michele Fortunato 
Ms. Irene Hughes 
Mr. Johnny Mize 
Dr. Paul Proffer  
Ms. Peggy Thomas 
Dr. David Woodburn 
 
REGENTS ABSENT:  
Mr. John Betancourt, Vice-Chair  
 
CAMPUS REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
Ms. Sara Pesina, Representative for the Hereford Hinkson Memorial Campus 
Mr. Jeff Turner, Representative for the Moore County Campus 
 
CAMPUS REPRESENTATIVES ABSENT:  
 
CABINET MEMBERS PRESENT 
Mr. Bob Austin, Vice President of Student Affairs 
Mr. Kevin Ball, Vice President of Communications and Marketing 
Dr. Mychal Coleman, Vice President of Human Resources 
Dr. Jamelle Conner, President 
Mr. Joe Bill Sherrod, Vice President of Institutional Advancement  
Ms. Denese Skinner, Vice President of Strategic Initiatives 
Dr. Frank Sobey, Vice President of Academic Affairs 
Mr. Mark White, Executive Vice President and General Counsel 
 
CABINET MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:   
Ms. Ash Albright - KAMR 
Ms. Jessica Arce – Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Geni Arndt  - Community Member  
Ms. Kim Bruce – Communication Content Producer 
Mr. Mike Fisher – Community Member  
Ms. Ally Greenwood – Executive Assistant & Asst. Secretary to the Board 
Mr. Craig Gualtiere – Community Member 
Dr. E. Christopher Hudson – English Professor and Faculty Senate President 
Mr. Christopher Key – Coordinator, Marketing Special Projects 
Ms. Brianna Maestas – Amarillo Tribune 
Ms. Aby Molina- ABC News  
Ms. Courtney Milleson – Department Chair Media, Arts and Communications, Professor 
Ms. Sadie Newsome – Director Marketing 
Dr. Lori Petty – Dean of Academic Services 
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Mr. Jesse Pfrimmer – Community Member 
Ms. Martha Sell – Community Member 
Mr. Michael J. Stevens - KGNC 
Ms. Paige Stockton – NewsChannel 10 
Ms. Phoebe Terry – Amarillo Tribune 
Mr. Shon Wagner – Audio Visual Technical Leader - Information Technology 
Ms. Nell Williams – Amarillo Globe News 

 
 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
CALL TO ORDER 
The Special Board Meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm by Mr. Jay Barrett, Chair of the 
Board of Regents. He welcomed those in attendance. A quorum was present. 
 
Mr. Mark White discussed the proposed procedural changes regarding public comment and 
explained the past comment card process and introduced an updated procedure and public 
comment request cards. This change will help with consistency for public comment at both regular 
meetings and special meetings. Regular meetings will be an open-mic concept that would allow for 
any topic of public interest. Public comment at special meetings will be limited to agenda items on 
the agenda. The Chair will continue to read instructions which have also been amended.  
 
Mr. White also discussed that he has obtained an opinion letter from an independent lawyer that 
concludes this process is constitutional and proper. Mr. White proposed that this process be 
adopted.  
 
Mr. Barrett added that he wants to make it clear that the Board is proposing these procedural 
changes to make it easier for people to make public comment and that Amarillo College invites 
public comment.  
 
Mr. Barrett returned to item two, public comment.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
There were four public comments.  
 
BOARD OF REGENTS PROCEDURAL CHANGE REGARDING PUBLIC COMMENT AT BOARD 
MEETINGS. 
Mrs. Carlisle motioned to approve the process, as counsel has outlined, and moved that the 
comment cards require a speaker to identify their city and state. Dr. Woodburn seconded the 
motion. Ms. Fortunato requested that Mr. White post the legal opinion letter on the college’s 
website. The motion passed unanimously. Mr. White requested the instructions for special and 
regular meetings and new cards to be attached to the minutes of the meeting. Mrs. Carlisle 
requested to add these changes to the internal operating procedures as well.  
 
REGENT JOHN BETANCOURT 
Mr. Barrett discussed that this item was placed on the agenda for the regents to consider the recent 
charges filed against Mr. Betancourt, the impact on the college, and the Board’s response. Mr. 
White reminded the Board that Mr. Betancourt has been charged but not convicted and to be 
respectful of that. The Board deliberated.  
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Ms. Fortunato moved that the Board of Regents suspend, on a temporary basis, effective 
immediately, Mr. John Betancourt’s service on Board committees, outside boards that he serves 
on as an AC representative, including TIRZ 2 and college-related travel, pending the resolution of 
the criminal charges that have been made recently. Mrs. Carlisle seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Hughes moved to adjourn. Dr. Woodburn seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
The meeting adjourned at 6:47 pm.  
 
 
 
              
       Sara Pesina, Secretary 
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