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AMARILLO COLLEGE BOARD OF REGENTS 

 MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

April 22, 2014 

 

REGENTS PRESENT:  Mr. Don L. Nicholson, Chair; Dr. Paul L. Proffer, Vice Chair; Mr. Carroll M. 

Forrester; Ms. Michele Fortunato; Mr. Johnny E. Mize; and Dr. David C. Woodburn 

 

REGENTS ABSENT: Mr. John D. Hicks; Ms. Mary Jane Nelson, Secretary; and Dr. Gene Norman  

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mr. Robert Austin, Vice President of Student Affairs;  Mr. Terry Berg, Vice 

President of Business Affairs; Mr. Lee M. Colaw, Chief Information Officer; Mrs. Ellen Robertson 

Green, Chief of Communication and Marketing; Dr. Russell Lowery-Hart; Dr. Paul Matney, 

President; and Ms. Danita McAnally, Chief of Planning and Advancement 

 

Ms. Perla Arellano – representing The Ranger 

Mrs. Judy Carter – Honors Program Coordinator  

Ms. Sarah Connell – representing Student Government Association 

Mr. Bruce Cotgreave – Director, Physical Plant 

Mrs. Connie DeJesus – representing Classified Employees Council 

Mrs. Lori Merriman – Executive Secretary, President’s Office 

Mr. Jerry Moller – Dean of Arts and Sciences 

Mr. Bruce Moseley – representing Faculty Senate 

Mr. Mark Rowh – Dean of Health Sciences 

Mrs. Brenda Sadler – Exec. Asst., Pres’s Off. and Asst. Secy. to the Board of Regents 

Mrs. Vickie Shelton – Director, Purchasing 

Mr. Lynn Thornton – Director, Administrative Services/Human Resources 

Ms. Claire Villanueva – representing Student Government Association 

Mr. David White – Web and Communications Specialist, College Relations  

Mr. Mark White – Legal Counsel, Sprouse Shrader Smith Law Firm 

Mr. Joseph Wyatt – Communication Coordinator, College Relations 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Nicholson, Chairman.  He welcomed all present and 

asked if there were any public comments.  Dr. Woodburn gave the invocation. 

 

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Dr. Matney presented a special achievement award to Judy Carter, Honors Program Coordinator 

and Bruce Cotgreave, Director of Physical Plant.  He thanked both of them for all the hard work 

they do for Amarillo College. 

 

MINUTES APPROVED: 

 

Ms. Fortunato moved, seconded by Dr. Proffer to approve minutes of the regular meeting of 

March 25, 2014.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION REPORT: 

 

Claire Villanueva and Sarah Connell reported on their recent trip to the Texas Junior College 

SGA meeting in Austin; 75 colleges were there and Amarillo College was selected as the Region  
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION REPORT Continued: 

 

1 presidential school.  They spoke of other accolades AC received which included their radio 

broadcast and scrapbook.  SGA elections will be held on Wednesday, April 23.   

 

EDUCATION REPORT – StartHereCareers.Com – EMSI CAREER COACH: 

 

In January, College Relations staff created a brochure for technical education and health & 

public services careers. The brochure displays jobs which require only a certificate or an 

associate’s degree.  It also breaks down different jobs, how long it takes to complete to receive 

either a certificate or an associate’s degree and what the median wage would be after learning 

the job skills.  Start Here Careers helps individuals evaluate more than 800 careers using solid, 

local data.  Career Coach is a free website provided by Amarillo College starting May 1 that will 

give up-to-date, accurate information about careers in the Panhandle.  The website is in English 

and Spanish.  The video displayed the website (STARTHERECAREERS.com).  The Economic 

Modeling Specialist International (EMSI) data comes from more than 90 different public sources 

which include a quarterly census of employment wages; Bureau of Labor Statistics; and the 

Department of Education.  The EMSI team provides up-to-date information on more than 1,000 

industries and 800 occupations detailing jobs available, earning potential, required training, and 

estimated annual job openings across the nation and down to a specific zip code.  Mrs. Ellen 

Green and Mr. David White presented a video presentation.  Mrs. Green displayed how an 

individual would use the website by using a certain area of interest; she used automotive 

technology as an example and walked through the different steps.  The pages shared wage 

information, related degrees, current job postings, how to build a resume; it also asks for an 

email address and starts building a folio for that particular individual.  AC has been working with 

Amarillo ISD, Amarillo Area Foundation, Workforce Solutions – Panhandle, and AC program 

directors.  There has been much progress made with AISD. 

   

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION SERVICES CONTRACT WITH MOORE COUNTY APPROVED: 

 

Moore County assesses and collects the branch campus maintenance property tax within Moore 

County for the operation of the Moore County Branch Campus of Amarillo College.  Amarillo 

College and Moore County wish to renew the contract for assessment and collection of taxes for 

the period covering July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015.  A copy of the Contract for Assessment 

and Collection Services is attached at pages 227 through 230. 

Dr. Woodburn moved, seconded by Mr. Forrester to approve the Assessment and Collection 

Services Contract with Moore County.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

ORDER OF ANNEXATION APPROVED: 

 

Attached at page 231 is an Order for Annexation of Territory to Amarillo Junior College District.  

The City of Amarillo has annexed a 17.50 acre tract of land lying adjacent to and adjoining the 

City of Amarillo, Texas.  Maps and exhibits showing the area are attached at pages 232 through 

236.   It is recommended that this territory be annexed to the Amarillo Junior College District. 

 

Mr. Mize moved, seconded by Dr. Proffer to approve the aforementioned territory annexation.  

The motion carried unanimously. 
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 SALE OF COUNTY PROPERTY OBTAINED THROUGH SHERIFF'S SALE ACCEPTED: 

 

Properties foreclosed for taxes and sold at a "Sheriff's Sale" must sell for a minimum bid which 

is the lower of the adjusted value or the taxes due plus costs of the sale.  In some cases this 

puts the price above what people will pay at a "Sheriff's Sale."  Those properties which do not 

sell are then held in trust by the county/school tax office.  The law provides that they can be 

offered for sale by sealed bids or auction without a minimum bid at a later date.  A listing of 

those properties is below and additional information is attached at pages 237 through 240.  

Board approval is required because the properties are held in trust by Potter and Randall 

County. 

 

Potter County 

 

3620 NE 15th Ave                 $ 22,885.20 

 

Randall County 

 

Windmill Acres #10, Lot 004 Block 0014             $   2,500.00 

Windmill Acres #10, Lot 003 Block 0014             $   2,500.00 

 

The Potter/Randall County Tax Assessor/Collector recommends acceptance of these bids as this 

puts the property back in production and on the tax rolls.  The motion should authorize the 

Chairman of the Board of Regents to execute the Tax Deeds transferring these properties to the 

successful bidders. 

 

Mr. Forrester moved, seconded by Ms. Fortunato to accept and authorize the chair of the Board 

of Regents to execute the Tax Deeds.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT WITH MWI VETERINARY SUPPLY 

COMPANY: 

 

This item was deferred. 

 

FACULTY PROMOTION IN RANK RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED: 

 

The following faculty members have been recommended for promotion in rank by their 

supervisor, the Rank and Tenure Committee, the appropriate administrative channels, and the 

President.  They meet all criteria for promotion in rank as stated in the Amarillo College Faculty 

Handbook.  If approved, the effective date will be September 1, 2014.  

 
 Instructor to Assistant Professor 
  Gretta Johnson – Mathematics 
 
 Assistant Professor to Associate Professor 
 Samuel Schwarzlose – Biological Sciences  
  
Dr. Proffer moved, seconded by Ms. Fortunato to approve the faculty promotion in rank 

recommendations.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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AMENDMENTS TO COLLEGE PRESIDENT QUALIFICATIONS IN BOARD POLICY MANUAL 

APPROVED: 

 

Revisions to the College President Qualifications contained in the Amarillo College Board Policy 

Manual, Section BFA are attached at page 241. 

 

Ms. Fortunato moved, seconded by Dr. Proffer to approve the revisions to the College President 

Qualifications in the Board Policy Manual.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED: 

 

A. BIDS AND PROPOSALS: 

 

● Two 3D Printers for the Engineering Department 

 

The purchase of two, Dimension SST 1200es 3D printers will be utilized by students in the 

following classes:  Introduction to Engineering, Statics, and Engineering Mechanics.  The 3D 

printers will allow students to create three dimensional models of projects and designs for 

their engineering classes.  The two printers are needed as the print time for each project can 

be several hours depending on the size and complexity of the model.  There are 20 students 

in each class who will require access to the printers.  The students will gain a practical 

understanding of design revision, concept to production cycles, and solid modeling by using 

advanced technology. 

  

It was recommended to award the 3D printers to Teaching Systems, Inc. the sole proprietor 

of the design and technology of the Dimension 3D printer line and the only manufacturer 

using durable ABS plastic build material, for a total cost of approximately $80,000.00  

 

Funds are available from the HSI-STEM Grant. 

 

B. BUDGET AMENDMENT: 

 

A budget amendment for approval by the Board is attached at page 242. 

 

Dr. Proffer moved, seconded by Mr. Mize to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS NO. 1299 – ROOFING CONSULTANT 

AWARDED: 

 

RFQ No. 1299 for selecting a Roofing Consultant was advertised in the newspaper as a result of 

the storm damage in May of 2013.  RFQ packages were received by eight firms.  Six firms 

provided Qualification Statements. 

 

It was recommended to award RFQ No. 1299 to Jim D. Koontz & Associates, Inc., which the 

Selection Committee believes to be the best qualified and the best value to Amarillo College. 

Funds are available from insurance settlement proceeds. 
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REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS NO. 1299 – ROOFING CONSULTANT 

AWARDED Continued: 

Mr. Forrester moved, seconded by Dr. Proffer to award RFQ No. 1299 to Jim D. Koontz & 

Associates, Inc.  The motion carried unanimously. 

FINANCIAL REPORT ACCEPTED: 

 

The financial statements as of March 31, 2014 are attached at pages 243 through 252. 

 

Revenue 

We are seven months through the year.  66% of the $59.3 million budgeted has been received.   

 

Expenditures 

We have spent 47% of $59.3 million budgeted or $28.3 million. 

 

Auxiliary Enterprises 

The bookstores’ profits total $317,924.  Rental properties’ net profit is $584,954.  It is higher than 

this time last year.  Employees have used $123,000 in employee scholarships.   

 

Restricted Funds 

Federal grants and contracts have decreased $709,000 due to the Gear Up Grant ending; state 

grants and contracts have decreased $107,674; local grants and contracts have increased 

$512,135; and KACV grants and contracts have increased $378,006 due to the CPB grant.   

 

Cash and Investments 

$52.2 million total minus $3.6 million (bond) = $48.6 million – March 2014; $58.8 million total 

minus $12.3 million (bond) = $46.5 million – March 2013; $55.1 million total minus $9.5 million 

(bond) = $45.6 million – March 2012. 

 

Alterations & Improvements 

$987,309 has been spent out of total A&I/Land Improvements without branch campuses 

included.  There is $2.1 million budgeted.  The Moore County and Hereford Campuses have 

spent $1.9 million out of $2.4 million budgeted.   

 

Tax Schedule 

$20,315,703 has been collected out of $20.6 million budgeted leaving $240,423 to collect. 

 

Bond Expenditures 

There has been $65.2 million on Amarillo projects spent out of $68 million budgeted.   

 

Ms. Fortunato moved, seconded by Dr. Proffer to accept the March 2014 financial reports. The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: 

 

President’s Cabinet has been meeting weekly for a while working to balance the FY15 budget; a 

preliminary report will be presented at the May Board meeting.  The official tax report will be 

published in July.  A Board budget workshop will be scheduled for a date in June.  
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT Continued: 

 

The Philanthropy for the Future Planning Team has been named; Mark White is the chair; others 

serving on the committee include Johnny Mize, Paul Matney, Kathy Dowdy, Jill Gibson, Teresa 

Clemons, and Paul Clark.  The committee plans to put together a plan for hiring a full-time 

development officer; Jennifer Yancey, Vice President, Victoria College will consult with the team. 

  

Dr. Matney presented AC graduation rate data; 3-year full-time students have a 17% graduation 

rate; the state is at 14%; part-time is 11.7%; the state is at a 7.9% graduation rate. 

The CUB “Badger Den” remodeling is close to complete; it will open in May. 

The AC Student Learning Commons planning is underway.  Shiver-Megert provided drawings for 

the first floor of the library.  AC continues to seek a benefactor to fund the project. 

East Property Park discussions continue.  There are 28 acres being looked into.  Dr. Matney met 

with Jarrett Atkinson, Amarillo City Manager.  The City may be interested in a lease agreement; 

the City would make improvements in phases; a Memo of Understanding will be created if the 

property is leased. 

The Mass Communication program is doing a great job; its curriculum is being integrated into 

the mass media.  On April 24, Don Ford, a retired Amarillo College engineering director will be 

inducted into the school’s Mass Media Wall of Fame. 

The 2014 AC Distinguished Alumnus, Sam Lovelady, will be named at Honors Convocation on 

Sunday, April 27.  Mr. Lovelady will be honored with a reception in the fall. 

The 2014 Professor Emeritus reception for Professor Pat Knight will be held Wednesday, May 7, 

3:30 p.m. on the second floor of the CUB. 

Spring Commencement will be conducted on Friday, May 16, 7:00 p.m. at Cal Farley Coliseum 

The Common Reader, “Blue Hole Back Home” is the first fictional book selected.   

Dr. Matney and Dr. Pat O’Brien will sign a memorandum of understanding that reaffirms and 

updates our “Destination WT” agreement between Amarillo College and WTAMU on May 8.   

 

AC has been in a partnership with the Amarillo Senior Citizens Association for 40 years; they 

have leased space at the Downtown Campus.  The space is now needed by Amarillo College; a 

committee which includes Dr. Matney, Mayor Harpole, Judy Day, Clay Stribling, Gary Pitner, Dr. 

Bud Joyner has been formed to work on a new location for the Amarillo Senior Citizens. 

Dr. Matney spoke of recent President’s Cabinet Roundtable guests Johnny Mize, Mark White, and 

Joe Street who have addressed Cabinet members regarding customer service and their careers.  

Dr. Matney will attend the quarterly Texas Association of Community Colleges meeting in Austin 

on April 23; the legislative agenda will be discussed. 
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FAMILY HOUSING SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT ACCEPTED: 

 

A report was given by Ms. Fortunato, chair of the Board Subcommittee on Family Housing.  She 

said that the committee worked with Bruce Cotgreave, Terry Berg, Lynn Thornton, and Dr. 

Matney on the future of family housing.  They proposed to increase rental for housing by $50 a 

month on each unit to be effective June 1; this will create an additional $183,000 in revenue for 

FY15.  The occupancy rating is 97-98%; currently rental rates are below Highland Park Village; 

the increase will bring AC up to the same rate.   

 

Ms. Fortunato moved that the rent for family housing be raised by $50/month; Forrester 

seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ENERGY COST SAVINGS SUBCOMMITTEE STUDY: 

 

Regents Hicks, Forrester, Mize, and Woodburn serve on the subcommittee.  A Request for 

Proposal was submitted; Cenergistic was the only company to return a bid; Gary Clark, regional 

president, made a presentation to the subcommittee.  Mark White is reviewing their contract.  If 

selected, AC’s cost would be $1.2 million with a savings over ten years of $2.7 million.  

Cenergistic’s proposal is effective for 90 days from March 4, 2014.  Currently the proposed 

contract includes Amarillo campuses only.   

 

It was the consensus of the Board to move forward but to include Moore County and Hinkson 

Memorial Campuses and bring the item back to the May Board meeting.   

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTED: 

 

Mr. Nicholson named the following regents to serve on the Nominating Committee:  Mr. Mize, Dr. 

Woodburn, and Mr. Forrester.  They are charged with bringing a slate of officers to the May 

Board meeting.  

 

REGENTS' REPORTS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMENTS REGARDING AC AFFILIATES: 

 

A handout was distributed regarding Panhandle PBS’ Artistically Speaking “Night Photography,” 

featuring Amarillo College student, Jim Livingston.   

 

Amarillo College Foundation will host Badger Bash in August.   

 

Dr. Woodburn said the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) board is considering helping 

Carl Hare, president of Nunn Electric Supply, with three historical buildings he owns; they would 

help with streetscape and lights.  Beth Duke of Center City will be hosting a walking tour May 7 

and May 13, 4:00 – 5:30. 

 

Dr. Proffer who chairs the Presidential Search Committee, said the committee has been named 

and Lynn Thornton is helping.  The committee has edited the brochure which College Relations 

created and it will be advertised nationally.  The deadline to submit an application is June 16.  Dr. 

Matney’s official last day is August 1.     
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 ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

  ________________________________ 

Mary Jane Nelson, Secretary 
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AMARILLO COLLEGE 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

April 22, 2014 

 

 
1.  Moore County Campus – Transfer of funds  

to cover expense of replacing retiring advisor position.  

 

Increase Advising Department – Appointed Personnel Pool    $ 16,000.00  

Decrease Institutional Operations – Contingency Pool   -$ 16,000.00 
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