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Division:  Health Sciences
Degree/Academic Program(s): Dental Assisting (DNTA.CERT)
Person Responsible for Division: Mark Rowh, Dean 
Component Director/Chair: Dana Scott, Program Director
Submission Date: 11-1-2015
Purpose Statement: The Amarillo College Dental Assisting Program, in compliance with the Texas State Board of dental examiners, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Commission on Dental Accreditation, is dedicated to provide comprehensive academic, laboratory, and clinical training necessary to prepare each student for professional employment as an entry-level, State or National credentialed dental assistant, therefore, enhancing the life of the student and the patients under their care.


	Goal #1:
The Dental Assisting Program will be changing targeted didactic, lab and clinical areas to prepare for the new CODA accredited credential of CDA (certified dental assistant)  which will be added to the existing State RDA (registered dental assistant) credential.

	Program-Specific Courses
	PLO #1:
Specific targeted area #1- Radiology

The Graduate will expose radiographic images on a variety of patients. The graduate will judge the image(s) for diagnostic quality, evaluate the image(s) for the need to reposition the receptor/retake the image, assist the dentist with interpretation of the findings and record the findings in the patient legal record.
	PLO #2:
Specific targeted area # 2 – Infection Control

The Graduate will evaluate and demonstrate proficiency in preventing the spread of disease in the scope of dental care. They will compare, design & model 
Infection control measures, using OSHA Blood Borne Pathogens Standards and Texas State Board of Dental Examiners rules and regulations as guides.
	PLO #3:
Specific targeted area #3 – General Dental Assisting duties

The Graduate will compare & evaluate specific dental assisting  duties for  direct patient care, including, but not limited to; oral restorations, surgical procedures, caries prevention, orthodontic intervention
measures
	PLO #4:
General Communication Skills

The Graduate will determine& evaluate  the proper communication of information & correspondence in the following patient care areas: Pre and Post- operative care in specific dental treatment; gathering, interpretation and evaluation of patient medical and dental histories; recording of treatment data into the patient legal record
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