
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
February 29, 2008 

Minutes 
 
Present: Paul Matney, Bob Austin, LaVon Barrett, Robert Boyd, Diane Brice, Lynda 

Barksdale, Toni Gordy, Ann Hamblin, Judy Jackman, Michael Kopenits, 
Duane Lintner, Shawna Lopez, Courtney Milleson, Jerry Moller, Ed Nolte, 
Jim Powell, Carol Moore-Recorder 

 
Absent: Rathna Prabhakar 
 
 
Others: April Sessler, Preston Childress, Kim Hays 
 
Announcements: Matney updated the Committee on the status of the E-Catalog. It will 
be presented to the Committee in a future meeting. 
 
SCIENCES & ENGINEERING 
Biology 
 
Kopenits presented the recommended updated course descriptions for the Life Science 
courses. The Committee suggested re-wording the descriptions to read: 
 
BIOL 1308: Life Science I (for non-science majors) 
An overview of biological concepts and how they relate to the individual, the community 
and the world. Emphasis is placed on cell biology, genetics and evolution. 
(3 sem hrs; 3 lec) 
 
BIOL 1108: Life Science Lab I (for non-science majors) 
Hands on, collaborative and interactive laboratory experiments in cell biology and 
genetics. Recommended to be taken with BIOL 1308. 
(1 sem hr; 2 lab) 
 
BIOL 1309: Life Science II (for non-science majors) 
A continuation of biological concepts and how they relate to the individual, the 
community and the world. Emphasis is placed on ecology, behavior, human biology and 
evolution. 
(3 sem hrs; 3 lec) 
 
BIOL 1109: Life Science Lab II (for non-science majors) 
Hands on, collaborative and interactive laboratory experiments in ecology, evolution and 
human biology. Recommended to be taken with BIOL 1309. 
(1 sem hr; 2 lab) 
 
 
 



Boyd moved, seconded by Powell to approve updated course descriptions for 
BIOL 1308: Life Science I, BIOL 1108: Life Science Lab I, BIOL 1309: Life Science 
II and BIOL 1109: Life Science Lab II. The motion carried. 
 
 
Mortuary Science 
 
Childress re-submitted his request to make the following changes to the Mortuary 
Science curricula: 
 
Create MRTS 1491: Special Topics in Funeral Service and Mortuary Science 
Prerequisites: MRTS 1211, MRTS 1301, MRTS 1310, MRTS 1342 or Program 
Coordinator consent 
Identification of the specific role and scope of the funeral director. Discussion and 
presentation of scenarios where funeral directing and embalming reflect commonalities. 
Emphasis on incorporation of state regulation and recognition of preservation process. 
(4 sem hrs; 4 lec) 
 
Update MRTS 1391: Special Topics in Funeral Service and Mortuary Science 
Prerequisites: MRTS 2335, MRTS 2360, MRTS 2445, MRTS 2447 or Program 
Coordinator consent 
Emphasis on incorporation of state regulation and recognition of preservation process. 
Overview of the National Board Examination for Funeral Service. Practice examinations 
for both arts and sciences.  
(3 sem hrs; 3 lec, 1 lab) 
 
Remove MRTS 1391: Special Topics in Funeral Service and Mortuary Science and 
add MRTS-1491: Special Topics in Funeral Service and Mortuary Science in the 
Mortuary Science Certificate curriculum.  
 
Add MRTS 1391: Special Topics in Funeral Service and Mortuary Science and 
remove MRTS 2179: National Funeral Service Board Review in the Mortuary Science 
AAS curriculum.  
 
Remove the statement “All students of the Mortuary Science program must pass the 
NBE during MRTS 2179 with at least a 75 pass rate as required by the Mortuary 
Science Department as a requirement to graduate” from the MRTS.AAS catalog 
program description.   
 
Milleson moved, seconded by to Powell to  approve the Mortuary Science 
updates. The motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Prerequisites 
Moore and Brice have re-worded course prerequisites to include Accuplacer scores in 
addition to THEA scores. A sample of the new prerequisite wording was distributed to 
the Committee. 
 
Student Success 
 
Sessler and Milleson presented a request to the Committee to add PSYC 1200: 
Learning Framework and EDUC 1200: Learning Framework as a part of the First Year 
Experience. The courses will add a more rigorous option to the already existing STSU 
0211: Student Success available to students. The new courses require a college-level 
reading prerequisite. 
 
Powell moved, seconded by  Barksdale to approve the addition of PSYC 1200: 
Learning Framework and EDUC 1200: Learning Framework. Faculty must have a 
Master’s degree with 18 graduate hours in psychology or education to teach 
these courses. The motion carried. 
 
 
INDUSTRIAL & TRANSPORTATION TECHNOLOGY 
Industrial Maintenance 
 
Nolte and Hays presented a request to create a common “Manufacturing Core” that will 
comply with the mandate for Career Clusters. The courses included in the 
Manufacturing Core are: 
 
DFTG 1325: Blueprint Reading & Sketching 
EPCT 1307: Intro to Environmental Safety & Health 
QCTC 1341: Statistical Process Control 
TECM 1343: Technical Algebra & Trigonometry 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Industrial Maintenance Technology AAS (IMRT.AAS): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 
 
Remove from the Major Course Requirements: 
ENTC 1349: Reliability & Maintainability 
EPCT 1307: Intro to Environmental Safety & Health 
INMT 1305: Introduction to Industrial Maintenance 
INMT 2301: Machinery Installation 
 
 
 
 
 



Electromechanical Technician Major Option: 
Remove ENTC 2320: Thermography & Vibration Analysis 
Add INMT 2301: Machinery Installation 
 
Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration: 
Remove HART 1341: Residential Air Conditioning 
Add HART 2336: Air Conditioning Troubleshooting 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Industrial Maintenance Technology Certificate (IMRT.CERT.IMC): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 
 
Remove from the Major Course Requirements: 
ENTC 1349: Reliability & Maintainability 
EPCT 1307: Intro to Environmental Safety & Health 
INMT 1305: Introduction to Industrial Maintenance 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Electromechanical Certificate (IMRT.CERT.ELMT): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 
 
Remove from the Major Course Requirements: 
ENTC 1349: Reliability & Maintainability 
EPCT 1307: Intro to Environmental Safety & Health 
ENTC 2320: Thermography & Vibration Analysis 
INMT 1305: Introduction to Industrial Maintenance 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Certificate (IMRT.CERT.HART): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 
 
Remove from the Major Course Requirements: 
ENTC 1349: Reliability & Maintainability 
EPCT 1307: Intro to Environmental Safety & Health 
HART 1341: Residential Air Conditioning 
INMT 1305: Introduction to Industrial Maintenance 
INMT 2301: Machinery Installation 
 
And add HART 2336: Air Conditioning Troubleshooting 
 
Austin moved, seconded by Moller to approve all Industrial Maintenance 
changes. The motion carried. 
 



Nondestructive Testing 
 
Nolte and Hays presented a request to create a common “Manufacturing Core” that will 
accommodate the mandate for Career Clusters. Many changes move requirements 
from “Optional” to “Required”.  
 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Nondestructive Testing AAS (NDTE.AAS): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 
 
Remove all Recommended Courses 
 
Add to the Major Course Requirements: 
NDTE 1373: Electromagnetic Testing-Level 1 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
NUCP 1371: Radiation Safety for Industrial Radiographers 
WLDG 1337: Introduction to Welding Metallurgy 
 
Remove from the Related Course Requirements: 
DFTG 1425: Blueprint Reading and Sketching 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
NUCP 1371: Radiation Safety for Industrial Radiographers 
SCIT 1322: Technical Physics I 
TECM 1343: Technical Algebra & Trigonometry 
 
Add to the Related Course Requirements: 
ELPT 1311: Basic Electrical Theory 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Surface Testing Technician Certificate (NDTE.CERT.ST): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 
 
Add to the Major Course Requirements 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
 
Remove from the Related Course Requirements 
DFTG 1425: Blueprint Reading and Sketching 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Volumetric Testing Technician (NDTE.CERT.VT): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 



 
Add to the Major Course Requirements 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
NUCP 1371: Radiation Safety for Industrial Radiographers 
 
Remove from the Related Course Requirements 
DFTG 1425: Blueprint Reading and Sketching 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
NUCP 1371: Radiation Safety for Industrial Radiographers 
SCIT 1322: Technical Physics I 
TECM 1343: Technical Algebra & Trigonometry 
 
As a result of the implementation of the Manufacturing Core the following changes will 
made in the Nondestructive Technician (NDTE.CERT): 
 
Add Manufacturing Core 
 
Remove all Recommended Courses 
 
Add to the Major Course Requirements 
NDTE 1373: Electromagnetic Testing-Level 1 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
NUCP 1371: Radiation Safety for Industrial Radiographers 
WLDG 1337: Introduction to Welding Metallurgy 
 
Remove from the Related Course Requirements 
DFTG 1425: Blueprint Reading and Sketching 
NDTE 2311: Preparation for Welding Inspection 
NUCP 1371: Radiation Safety for Industrial Radiographers 
SCIT 1322: Technical Physics I 
TECM 1343: Technical Algebra & Trigonometry 
 
Add to the Related Course Requirements 
ELPT 1311: Basic Electrical Theory 
 
Powell moved, seconded by Hamblin to approve all Nondestructive Testing 
changes . The motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welding 



 
The Welding curriculum changes include the addition of DFTG 1325: Blueprint 
Reading and Sketching and WLDG 1327: Welding Codes and the deletion of DFTG 
1425: Blueprint Reading and Sketching. 
 
Brice moved, seconded by Barksdale to approve all Welding changes. The motion 
carried. 
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