
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
October 12, 2007 

Minutes 
 
Present: Paul Matney, LaVon Barrett, Robert Boyd, Diane Brice, Toni Gordy, Ann 

Hamblin, Judy Jackman, Michael Kopenits, Duane Lintner, Shawna Lopez, Ed 
Nolte, Jim Powell, Rathna Prabhakar,  

 
Absent:  Bob Austin, Sally Evans, Courtney Milleson, Jerry Moller 

 
WELCOME 
Dr. Matney welcomed the members to the 2007-08 Academic Affairs Committee.  He noted 
that the committee is the “quality control” for academic affairs at Amarillo College and 
outlined responsibilities of the committee.  Dr. Matney noted that in the future the agenda, 
along with supporting documents, will be distributed to members of the committee prior to 
the scheduled meeting. He directed members to read the documents and research agenda 
items if necessary in order to make informed decisions. 
 
Matney announced the plan for EduServe to be on campus October 22-24 to evaluate AC’s 
IT status and they will submit an IT Tactical Plan to the Board in January. 
 
Faculty Supervisors Council provides a forum for all faculty to come together and share 
information. 
 
Matney indicated his intent over the next year to re-prioritize the importance of the 
developmental education program. 
 
Lintner will be heading up a faculty work group on emerging technology on campus. 
 

 
BEHAVIORAL STUDIES 
HIST 2322—Inclusion into the Humanities General Education List  
 
Brice asked where most students expect to apply the credit when they complete this course. 
She is concerned that the programming required to apply courses correctly may cause 
difficulties at graduation and in marking students “core complete”. Matney suggested we talk 
to Moller to clarify the need for the course to be listed under both Humanities and 
Social/Behavioral Sciences. 
 
Matney asked the committee if they would like to have a faculty member who teaches the 
course to present to the committee justification for listing the course under both categories. 
Jackman indicated she would. Hamblin expressed concern that cross-listing courses in 
multiple areas might “open the gate” for many more. 
 
Jackman moved, seconded by Lintner to table the issue until a discipline person can speak 
to the committee. The motion carried. 
 
 



BUSINESS DIVISION 
Real Estate 
 
Linter expressed concern there is no justification for removal of courses from curriculum 
other than that they haven’t been taught recently. Is there no one to teach them or do they 
no longer apply? Matney asked whether the online options have already been purchased? 
Hamblin asked why a 3 hour course is still active with a 2 hour course available online? 
 
Boyd moved, seconded by Kopenits to table requests until Lintner gets more information 
from Beverly Vinson. The motion carried. 
 
 
LANGUAGE, COMMUNICATION & FINE ARTS 
Humanities 
 
Boyd indicated that the Coordinating Board no longer approves Mythology (HUMA 1371) to 
be taught at the lower division level. The recommendation is to remove the course from 
Amarillo College curriculum. 
 
Prabahkar moved, seconded by Nolte to remove the course from the course 
inventory/catalog. The motion carried. 

 
 

Speech and Theatre  
 
Boyd indicated the need to delete SPCH 1144, SPCH 1145, SPCH 2144 and SPCH 2145 
because the department has not offered forensics courses in many years and has no 
intention to do so in the future. The department has not had an active forensics team in 
many years. 
 
Jackman expressed concern regarding the elimination of SPCH 1171. We are now teaching 
the course at a developmental level (STSU 0211) but the course in under evaluation. 
Matney indicated the Co Board has told AC that teaching SPCH 1171 is in violation of 
ACGM. Prabahkar is concerned that students choose not to take STSU 0211 because no 
credit is awarded. 
 
Brice moved, seconded by Linter, to remove SPCH 1144, SPCH 1145, SPCH 2144, SPCH 
2145 and SPCH 1171 from the inventory. The motion carried. 
  
SCIENCES & ENGINEERING 
Engineering 
 
Nolte updated the committee about the Wagner/Peyser grant AC received for a transfer 
aerospace engineering program with UT-Arlington and a BAAS transfer to WTAMU. AC 
aerospace manufacturing students will transfer to WTAMU. 
 
The ACGM currently has only a one-hour and a two-hour introductory engineering course. 
Wetzel’s request is to add a unique needs 3-hour Introduction to Engineering course. She is 



currently working with Texas Tech and West Texas A&M to get transfer approval letters. 
 
Brice moved, seconded by Boyd, to table the item until the unique needs application and the 
2 letters from senior universities have been submitted to the Coordinating Board. The 
motion carried. 
 
Wetzel submitted a request to add ENGR 2332-Mechanics of Materials to the Amarillo 
College course inventory/catalog. The course will also be applied to the Aerospace 
Engineering program through the grant. Committee members discussed the required pre-
requisites for the course. 
 
Boyd motioned, seconded by Linter to table the motion until submission of the course 
description and pre-requisites. The motion carried. 
 
Geology 
 
GEOL 1445-Oceanography Matney asked how the lab is conducted online. Dr. Richard 
Hobbs will serve as instructor of the course. 
 
Matney noted the ACGM course description was quite broad. 
 
Matney asked why we want to add this course; we have a large number of science courses 
already. Prabakhar indicated there is an increase in environmental science majors and this 
course applies. 
 
Kopenits asked what the cost is to purchase this course. Barrett expressed that if it is a “hot 
topic” course, it may be worthwhile to approve. 
 
Lintner motioned, seconded by Kopenits to table the issue pending further review of cost, 
need and number of students served. The motion carried. 
 
 
Physics 
 
Prabhakar expressed concern that students who take the lecture without the corresponding 
lab do not pass the lecture course. The proposal is to delete PHYS 1301 and PHYS 1101 
and replace with PHYS 1401; delete PHYS 1302 and PHYS 1102 and replace with PHYS 
1402. 
 
Lintner motioned, seconded by Nolte, to approve the deletion of PHYS 1301, PHYS 1101, 
PHYS 1302 and PHYS 1102 and the addition PHYS 1401 and PHYS 1402. The motion 
carried. 
 





 
 

Attachments 
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