
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
February 1, 2008 

Minutes 
 
Present: Paul Matney, Bob Austin, LaVon Barrett, Robert Boyd, Diane Brice, Lynda 

Barksdale, Toni Gordy, Ann Hamblin, Judy Jackman, Shawna Lopez, 
Jerry Moller, Jim Powell, Rathna Prabhakar 

 
Absent: Michael Kopenits, Duane Lintner, Courtney Milleson, Ed Nolte 
 
Others:  
 
Announcements: Several members of the Council are attending a Career Cluster 
meeting on campus. 
 
 
BUSINESS 
Management 
 
Nail submitted a request to change the name of the Small Business Management 
certificate (BMGT.CERT.SBM) to Entrepreneurship. 
 
Austin moved, seconded by Prabhakar to approve the name change from Small 
Business Management to Entrepreneurship. The motion carried. 
 
LANGUAGE, COMMUNICATION & FINE ARTS 
Visual Arts/Graphic Design 
 
Boyd stated that ARTS 2346: Ceramics I is an appropriate course to add to the Visual 
and Performing Arts General Education course list. Brice asked why other courses in 
the Art department aren’t added to the list as well. Boyd and Matney stated Amarillo 
College chose to offer a broad enough selection to give students multiple Fine Arts 
options, but not so broad that every course in the course inventory will meet the 
requirement. No course with a prerequisite is placed on the General Education Course 
List. 
 
Austin moved, seconded by Prabhakar to add ARTS 2345: Ceramics I to the 
Visual & Performing Arts section of the General Education Course List. The 
motion carried. 
 
Photography 
 
Pirtle submitted a request to change PHTC 1306: Fashion Photography to PHTC 
2342: Fashion Photography due to a WECM change. 
 
Moller moved, seconded by Powell to approve the change from PHTC 1306: 



Fashion Photography to PHTC 2342: Fashion Photography. The motion carried. 
 
Mass Communication 
 
Boyd indicated the course description for COMM 2339: Writing for Electronic Media is 
outdated and needs to be updated to reflect changes in technology. The new 
description is “Writing techniques for digital media production, including multimedia 
presentations using print, streaming audio, and streaming video. Emphasis on the 
format and style of each type of writing.” 
 
Barksdale moved, seconded by Powell to update the course description in COMM 
2339: Writing for Electronic Media. The motion carried. 
 
Boyd presented the request to add COMM 2366: Introduction to Film to the course 
inventory and to the Visual & Performing Arts section of the General Education Course 
List. The course would be cross-listed with DRAM 2366: American Cinema. The 
submission also requests to change the course title from DRAM 2366: American 
Cinema to DRAM 2366: Introduction to Film. 
 
Barksdale moved, seconded by Austin to add COMM 2366: Introduction to Film to 
the AC course inventory and to the Visual & Performing Arts section of the 
General Education course list, cross-list the course with DRAM 2366: American 
Cinema and change the name of DRAM 2366 to Introduction to Film. The motion 
carried. 
 
Boyd indicated that, after reviewing other institutions programs, the mass 
communication faculty determined COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic Media no longer 
meets the needs of the Mass Communication curricula. Jackson submitted a request to 
delete COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic Media from the AC course inventory and the 
Mass Communication curricula. She also included a request to add COMM 2330: 
Introduction to Public Relations to the course inventory. 
 
Jackman moved, Powell seconded to remove COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic 
Media from the AC course inventory and the Mass Communication curricula and 
to add COMM 2330: Introduction to Public Relations to the AC course inventory. 
The motion carried. 
 
 
Boyd presented the request to make the following changes in the Mass Communication 
program to:  

• Remove COMM 2305: Editing and Design and add COMM 2330: Introduction 
to Public Relations in the Advertising /Public Relations option 

• Add COMM 2330: Introduction to Public Relations to the Journalism option 
and choose either COMM 2330:Introduction to Public Relations or COMM 
2339: Writing for Electronic Media  

• Remove COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic Media from the Mass 



Communication/Radio-TV option. 
• Change COMM 2332: Broadcast News from an optional course to a required 

course 
• Add COMM 2336: Introduction to Film as an optional course in the Radio/TV 

major option 
 
Brice moved, seconded by Hamblin to approve submitted changes to the Mass 
Communication curriculum including the Advertising/Public Relations, 
Journalism and Radio/TV options. The motion carried. 
 
 
Radio/TV 
 
Boyd presented the request to replace IMED 1351: Digital Video with ARTV 1351: 
Digital Video and replace IMED 2341: Advanced Digital Video with ARTV 2341: 
Advanced Digital Video due to WECM changes. 
 
Moller moved, seconded by Prabhakar to approve WECM changes to the 
Radio/TV courses. The motion carried. 
 
Boyd presented the request to remove COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic Media and 
add COMM 2366: Introduction to Film to the RTVB.AAS Broadcast Production option. 
He also presented the request to remove COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic Media 
and add COMM 2330: Introduction to Public Relations to the RTVB.AAS Broadcast 
Sales and Marketing option. 
 
Jackman moved, seconded by Barksdale, to approve changes to the RTVB.AAS 
curriculum. The motion carried. 
 
Boyd presented the request to remove COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic Media and 
add COMM 2366: Introduction to Film in the RTVB.CERT Broadcast Production 
option. He also presented the request to remove COMM 1335: Survey of Electronic 
Media and add COMM 2330: Introduction to Public Relations in the RTVB.CERT 
Broadcast Sales and Marketing option. 
 
Powell moved, seconded by Moller to approve changes to the RTVB.CERT 
curriculum. The motion carried. 
 
SCIENCES & ENGINEERING 
 
Moore reported AC has received approval from the Coordinating Board to add ENGR 
1371: Introduction to Engineering to the engineering course inventory.  
 
Departmental Exam Policies 
 
Matney gave a brief description of the purpose of the “Petition for Credit Earned by 



Departmental Examination” and the current process for requesting credit by department 
exam. Matney asked Austin, Brice and Moore to redesign the form, evaluate the cost 
and bring recommendations back to the Committee for implementation. 
 
Boyd moved, seconded by Powell, to appoint Moore, Austin and Brice to 1) 
redesign the credit by exam form, 2) recommend a new fee and 3) bring a 
recommendation back to the Committee. The motion carried. 
 
Graduation Policy 
 
Austin indicated that institutions are being held accountable for students’ success based 
upon graduation rates. He has submitted a request to modify the Amarillo College 
Graduation Policy to include the following: “Amarillo College reserves the right to post 
degrees and/or certificates for current and former students who have met graduation 
requirements but have not formally initiated the graduation process” 
 
Powell moved, seconded by Barksdale to add the statement “Amarillo College 
reserves the right to post degrees and/or certificates for current and former 
students who have met graduation requirements but have not formally initiated 
the graduation process” to the Amarillo College graduation policy. The motion 
carried. 
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