
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
February 15, 2008 

Minutes 
 
Present: Paul Matney, Bob Austin, LaVon Barrett, Diane Brice, Lynda Barksdale, 

Ann Hamblin, Judy Jackman, Michael Kopenits, Shawna Lopez, Jerry 
Moller, Ed Nolte, Jim Powell 

 
Absent: Robert Boyd, Toni Gordy, Duane Lintner, Courtney Milleson, Rathna 

Prabhakar 
 
 
Others:  
 
Announcements: Matney shared with the Committee that Dr. Jones has been 
diagnosed with cancer. He plans to travel to M.D. Anderson for treatment soon. 
 
 
ALLIED HEALTH 
Medical Data Specialist 
 
Massie submitted Medical Data Specialist program changes based on WECM updates. 
The changes include: 
 
Delete     Add 
MDCA 1220: Admin Proc I MDCA 1321: Administrative Procedures 
MDCA 1221: Admin Proc II POFM 1327: Medical Insurance 
MDCA 1242: Med Insurance I HITT 1341: Coding and Classification Systems 
MDCA 1243: Med Insurance II HITT 1342: Ambulatory Coding 
 
Also submitted is a request to remove ENGL 1301: Freshman Comp I from the 
curriculum and replace it with POFT 1301: Business English. 
 
The changes increase the total number of hours required for the program from a Level 1 
certificate to a Level 2 certificate. The change to a Level 2 will require students to meet 
TSI requirements. 
 
Barrett moved, seconded by Barksdale to request Moore and Brice craft wording 
in the catalog for Level 2 Certificates to require compliance with TSI. 
 
Austin moved, seconded by Kopenits to approve the changes in the Medical Data 
Specialist program as submitted. The motion carried. 
 
NURSING 
LVN 
 



Barrett submitted a request to change the wording in the LVN program description from 
“Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas” (BNE) to “Texas Board of Nursing” 
(BON). She also submitted a request to change the ATI (Assessment Technologies 
Institute) fees from the course level to the program level. Brice will check with the 
Business Office to verify how the fees with be collected. 
 
Powell moved, seconded by Nolte to approve the change to “Texas Board of 
Nursing (BON)” and move the ATI (Assessment Technologies Institute) fee 
assessment from the course level to the program level. The motion carried. 
 
ADN 
 
Mueller submitted a request to change the wording in the ADN program description from 
“Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas” (BNE) to “Texas Board of Nursing” 
(BON).  She also submitted a request to increase the fees for MEDS Total Curriculum 
Support (TCS), add fees to RNSG 1105: Nursing Skills I and remove fees from HPRS 
1206: Essentials of Medical Terminology and RSPT 1137: Basic Dysrhythmia 
Interpretation. 
 
Austin moved, seconded by Kopenits to approve the change to “Texas Board of 
Nursing (BON)”, add fees to RNSG 1105: Nursing Skills I and remove fees from 
HPRS 1206: Essentials of Medical Terminology and RSPT 1137: Basic 
Dysrhythmia Interpretation. The motion carried. 
 
 
SCIENCES & ENGINEERING 
Mathematics 
 
Wetzel submitted a request to update the course description of MATH 0302: Beginning 
Algebra and MATH 0303: Intermediate Algebra and require a graphing calculator for 
MATH 0303. 
 
Austin moved, seconded by Brice to approve updated course descriptions for 
MATH 0302: Beginning Algebra and MATH 0303: Intermediate Algebra and add a 
graphing calculator requirement to MATH 0303. The motion carried. 
 
Moller moved, seconded by Jackman to propose that Brice and Moore craft a new 
statement to include Accuplacer scores in course pre-requisites. The motion 
carried. 
 
 
Mortuary Science 
 
After discussion the Mortuary Science curriculum revision request was tabled. 
 
Moller moved, seconded by Brice to table the issue and request that Shawna 



Lopez and LaVon Barrett meet with Preston Childress to provide counsel and 
assistance regarding his curriculum revision request. The motion carried. 
 
Student Outcomes 
 
Matney explained that the Assessment Committee determined, based on the 
recommendation of Jeff Seibert, to remove Aesthetic Awareness and Ethics, Integrity & 
Diversity from the list of General Education competencies in the catalog. At this point 
AC doesn’t have a means of measuring outcomes for these competencies. 
 
Austin moved, seconded by Hamblin to approve changes in the General 
Education competencies listed in the catalog. The motion carried. 
 
Student Success 
 
Matney requested the Committee table the request to revise the curriculum to delete 
STUD 0211: Student Success and STSU 0211: Student Success and add PSYC 
1100: Learning Framework. He asked that Milleson and Sessler present the issue to 
the Committee and provide a syllabus for each course. Matney also requested that 
interested members of the Committee (Powell and Hamblin) attend the First Year 
Experience meetings. 
 
Powell moved, seconded by Kopenits to table the request. The motion carried. 
 
 
Nolte asked if there is a policy in identifying courses within a program, such as “Major 
Course Requirements” and “Related Course Requirements”. 
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