
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Training Location 

Amarillo College 
West Campus Lecture Hall 

6222 W. 9th Avenue 
Amarillo, TX 79106 

 

TOPICS COVERED 
 Basic Drug Identification & 

Recognition   

 Effects of Drug Use 

 Field-Test Procedures & 
Certifications 

 Common Paraphernalia  

 Cutting Agents  

 Precursors  

 Prescription Drug Problems 

 Street Level vs. Upper Level 

 Concealment Methods  

 Proper Documentation  

 Courtroom Testimony 

 Violent Encounters with 
Drug Impaired Suspects 

 

8 Training Hours 

 

 

 

 

 Course Overview 
Illegal narcotic trafficking impacts nearly every city in the United States, regardless of 
the size or socio-economic status of the community. It is imperative that law 
enforcement officials and those working with offenders be able to readily identify and 
recognize common street drugs. 
 
Over the past several years, drug dealers have become extremely creative at 
distributing narcotics in various forms.  For instance, when most people think of 
heroin users, they think of needles and track marks on the users’ arms. Recent 
heroin arrests have revealed that users are actually liquefying the heroin, and 
snorting it using Visine bottles. This example is just one of dozens of new trends that 
professionals need to become familiar with. 
 
This one day training course will provide in-depth instruction on basic drug 
identification as well as the effects of the drugs used. Paraphernalia and cutting 
agents for each drug will be discussed in great lengths. Attendees will also learn the 
proper techniques for field-testing narcotics using the “Narco Pouch” system. Officers 
who need it will receive a field-test certification upon successfully completing this 
course. 
 

The final portion of this training focuses on proper documentation, report writing, and 

courtroom testimony as it relates to drug identification and recognition.  Attendees 

will participate in a case study where poor drug identification and improper field-

testing procedures led to an officer being convicted of a felony offense. 

 

Byron Boston began his law enforcement career with the Dallas Police Department 

in May 1996. He has worked on local drug task forces taking down drug dealers and 

violent gang members. In 2010, Byron was selected to join a Federal Task Force 

specifically designed to target Mexican Drug Trafficking Organizations impacting the 

Southwest Border. Through this elite unit, Byron learned the inner-workings and the 

structure of Mexican Cartels. 

In 2014, the City of Dallas witnessed several drug-related overdose deaths involving 

North Texas teens. Byron and his partner were tasked with conducting an 

undercover operation to target the sources of those narcotics. After using 

unconventional undercover techniques, Byron and his partner were able to infiltrate 

several Rave/Club Drug organizations and arrest dozens of suspects responsible for 

the deaths of the teens. As a result of the investigation, Byron and his partner were 

nominated for Dallas Police Officer of the Year in July 2015. 

 

Byron’s unique narcotic experiences have enabled him to teach both undercover 

officers and patrol officers on the most effective ways to target all levels of drug 

dealers. He is a certified law enforcement training instructor, and he has presented 

training courses to thousands of military, federal, state, and local law enforcement 

officers in the United States & Canada with extremely high reviews. 

 

Basic Drug Identification  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Training Location 

Amarillo College 
West Campus Lecture Hall 

6222 W. 9th Avenue 
Amarillo, TX 79106 

 

TOPICS COVERED 
 Current Trends and Statistics 

 Basic Pill Identification 

 User Base 

 Identifying “Pill Mills” 

 Case Building and Current Law 

 Teenage Overdose Concerns 

 Difficulties with Prosecution 

 Case studies on Law Enforcement 
affected by Prescription Meds 
 

 

 

8 Training Hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Course Overview 

There is a new, silent war on drugs that is sweeping the nation on 
an epidemic scale. It is Prescription Medication abuse. What was 
once utilized to legally treat chronic pain sufferers, injured athletes, 
people recovering from surgery, people with 
anxiety/depression/A.D.D., or the occasional “weekend warrior” 
injury, has now become more deadly than hard-core street 
drugs. Recent statistics show that last year more people died from 
prescription medication overdose than heroin and cocaine 
overdoses combined. More than 12 million people reported using 
prescription painkillers non-medically in 2010, using them instead to 
get “high.”   
  
This epidemic is not confined to low income or high crime areas like 
we often see with street drug abuse. This epidemic attacks every 
person who has a medicine cabinet that contains prescription 
medication. We are seeing prominent lawyers, police officers, and 
professional athletes becoming addicted to prescription medication 
daily. What makes the epidemic even more difficult to contain, is that 
doctors and local “mom and pop” pharmacies are writing and filling 
prescriptions in “pill mill” operations, aiding local drug dealers in 
pushing these medications to the street in large volumes. 
  
This one day training course was designed to educate both the 
uniformed patrol officer and Detectives in identifying the three main 
types of abused prescription drugs – Opioids, Amphetamine like 
drugs, and Benzodiazepines (Xanax); identify areas where 
prescription drugs are abused and the doctors and pharmacies that 
are supplying the drugs; building a case; and effectively shutting 
down these “pill mills.” 
 
 
 
The instructor for this course has over 13 years of experience 
working narcotics cases for a large metropolitan police department. 
He has received several awards for his work against those affiliated 
with Mexican Drug Cartels and violent gang members. He was the 
lead detective in a case targeting individuals involved in distributing 
prescription drugs and club drugs that had resulted in overdose 
deaths and sexual assaults of minors. He has presented narcotics-
related training to thousands of military, federal, state, and local law 
enforcement officers across the country with extremely high reviews.  

  
 

 

Prescribed 
“Fighting the War Against Prescription Drug Abuse” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



BASIC DRUG IDENTIFICATION & PRESCRIBED – February 23/24, 2016 
 

Cost: $59.00 for any one day or $89 for both days 
(PRPC Sponsored – FREE for Qualifying Law Enforcement Officers) 
“PRPC Sponsored” indicates the tuition and fees are paid for by the Panhandle Regional Planning Commission for municipal and county law enforcement 
officers in the top 26 counties of the Texas Panhandle. 
 

Location: Amarillo College West Campus, Lecture Hall, 6222 W. 9th Ave., Amarillo, Texas 79106 
 

Target Audience/CEUs 
Law enforcement officers, probation and parole officers, substance abuse counselors, licensed social workers and 
counselors, caseworkers, teachers and school administrators, and all other related professionals. 
 

TCOLE credit provided and TJJD credit requested. CEUs will be awarded for Social Workers and LPC/LMFTs. Amarillo College is approved by the State 
Board of Educator Certification as a provider of Continuing Professional Education (CPE). Amarillo College is approved by the Texas Certification Board of 
Addiction Professionals Standards Committee, Provider Number 1743-06, to provide 7 hours general and CCJP credit. Expires 08/16. Complaints about 
provider or workshop content may be directed to the TCBAP Standards Committee, 1005 Congress Avenue, Ste. 460, Austin, Texas 78701, Fax Number 
(512) 476-7297. General CEUs will be awarded to all other participants for individual submission to their respective licensing agencies. For successful 
completion, this program must be attended in its entirety. 
 

Enrollment Eligibility Notice: Students with outstanding obligations to Amarillo College may not be allowed to enroll in or complete a continuing education 
course until the obligations are fulfilled. Students who have received a Criminal Trespass Warning from Amarillo College will not be allowed to enroll in 
courses held on any AC campus unless the warning has been lifted. 
 

Contact Information 
 

Mail: Amarillo College   Phone: 806-354-6081 
Criminal Justice Programs  Fax: 806-354-6074 
PO Box 447    www.actx.edu/cj/conferences  
Amarillo, Texas 79178   E-mail: CriminalJustice@actx.edu   
 

Registration Form (Fax or Mail)  

 

 

 

 

Last 4 digits of SSN or AC ID: _______________________________     Date of Birth: ____________     Gender: ___ Male ___ Female 

TCOLE P_ID#: _____________________________________ 

Last Name: ___________________________________________ First: _________________________________________MI: ________ 

Current Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

County of Residence: __________________________ Residency Status: ___ Texas Resident   ___ Out-of-State ___ Foreign Country 

Home Phone: _______________________________ Work Phone: ______________________ Cell Phone: ______________________ 

Personal E-mail: _______________________________ Business E-mail: ___________________________  

Employer or Type of Business: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ethnic Origin: (Voluntary Information – will not affect enrollment) 

     Are you Hispanic?: ____ Yes ____ No 

     What is your race? (check all that may apply): 

     ___ White ___ American Indian or Alaskan Native ___ Black or African-American ___ Asian ___ Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 

 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION GIVEN ABOVE IS COMPLETE AND CORRECT. 

Date: _____________________________ Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Method of Payment: ___ Cash ___ Check ___ Money Order ___ Visa ___ Master Card ___ Discover ___Company Letter of Billing 

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________ Expiration Date: _______________ Sec. Code: _______ 

Authorized Signature: _______________________________________________________  

Bill To: ____________________________________________________________________ 

P.O. #: _______________________________ (Please include Letter of Billing or Copy of P.O.) 

PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THESE OPTIONS: 
[   ] Basic Drug ID, Tuesday, February 23, 2016 - $59 
[   ] Prescribed, Wednesday, February 24, 2016 - $59 

[   ] BOTH DAYS, February 23-24, 2016 - $89 

Office Use Only 
[   ] OE-0223: CJSA 2000 -  
[   ] PRPC-0223: CJSA 2000 -   
[   ] OE-0224: CJSA 2000 -  
[   ] PRPC-0224: CJSA 2000 - 
[   ] OE-BOTH: CJSA 2000 -  
[   ] PRPC-BOTH: CJLE 1052 - 2901 
 
 

 

http://www.actx.edu/cj/conferences
mailto:CriminalJustice@actx.edu

