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Mission: 

Enriching the lives of our students and community by helping learners identify  
and achieve their educational goals 

 
 

Notice is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Amarillo College Board of Regents of the 
Amarillo Junior College District will be held beginning at 6:45 p.m. on Tuesday, November 28, 
2017, in the Palo Duro Room, College Union Building – 2nd floor, on the Washington Street 
Campus, 2201 S. Washington Street; Amarillo, Texas. 

 
 

The subjects to be discussed, considered, or upon which any formal action may be taken are 
as follows: 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. WELCOME 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
4. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF AWARDS 
  The Associated Collegiate Press Pacemaker and the College Media Association Pinnacle 

Award.   
Ø Pacemaker awards for general excellence have been the most prestigious and 

competitive awards given to student media.  AC won this award in the magazine 
category for the Spring 2017 edition of the student magazine AC Current, competing 
against public and private colleges and universities across the nation.  Entries are 
judged based on the following criteria: coverage and content, quality of writing and 
reporting, leadership, design, photography and graphics.  “The quality of the magazines 
produced at the collegiate level is amazing,” said Gary Lundgren, associate director. 
“The storytelling is remarkable with a great blend of shorter quick-reads and substantial 
long-form stories in the feature magazines.”  This is the second Pacemaker award for 
the AC Current. 

 
Ø The CMA Pinnacle Award – first place for best two-year feature magazine:  The College 

Media Association’s (CMA) Pinnacle Awards honor the best college media 
organizations and individual work.  The contest is open to student work produced by 
any college media organization across the U.S. and Canada during an academic year. 
This is the second time AC Current has received a Pinnacle. The Fall 2015 magazine 
received a third place Pinnacle award. 

 
Ø AC Student Media also brought home 23 awards, including several first prizes, from 

the Texas Community College Journalism Convention held Oct. 6 at the University of 
Texas at Arlington. 

 
  National Association of Biology Teachers Award 

Ø Dan Porter, Biology Professor, received national recognition in October when the 
National Association of Biology Teachers (NABT) named him the 2017 recipient of its 
Two-Year College Teaching Award.  Porter received the prestigious accolade at the 
NABT’s Professional Development Conference Honors on Luncheon Nov. 11 in St. 
Louis, Missouri.   
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5. MINUTES 

  Minutes of the regular meeting of October 24, 2017 have been provided to the Regents.  
 
After discussion, the Board may wish to approve these minutes. 
 
 6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
  A. APPOINTMENTS 
   None 

 
B. BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

The Budget Amendments for approval by the Board are attached at page 4. 
 

After discussion, the Board may wish to approve the Consent Agenda. 
 

7. INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT FOR 2016-2017 
Representatives from Connor, McMillon, Mitchell & Shennum, PLLC will be present at the 
Board meeting to present the regular audit report for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2017. 
Copies of the audit will be provided to the Board of Regents. 
 

After discussion, the Board may wish to approve the audit report. 
 

8. NEW ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE – HORTICULTURE, A.S. 
The Horticulture, A.S. degree was approved by the Curriculum Committee on October 27, 
2017.  This is a 60 credit hour degree that is transferrable and stackable with the Horticulture, 
Certificate approved by the Board of Regents at the August 4, 2017 Special Board meeting 
and subsequently approved by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  Students 
may begin enrolling in this program in the Fall of 2018. 
 
Approval is requested to submit the Certification Form for a New Academic Associate Degree 
Program to THECB.  If approved, all institutions within 50 miles of Amarillo College will be 
notified per THECB regulations. 

 
After discussion the Board may wish to approve the new Horticulture, A.S. Degree. 
 

9. APPROVAL OF THE PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT FOR EAST GATEWAY TAX 
INCREMENT ZONE NUMBER 2 AMARILLO, TEXAS 
The Board will consider the approval of the Participation Agreement and the Resolution 
approving said agreement for East Gateway Tax Increment Zone Number 2 Amarillo, Texas, 
attached at pages 5 through 10.   

 
After discussion, the Board may wish to approve the Resolution that authorizes the President 
to execute the Participation Agreement. 
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10. CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE SALE OF EAST PROPERTY LAND BY CONTRACT 

WITH AN INDEPENDENT FOUNDATION 
This item is placed on the agenda in order for the Board of Regents to consider the addition 
of approximately 136 acres of land to the existing Real Estate Sales Agreement and Contract 
for Deed between Amarillo College, as seller, and Amarillo Foundation for Education and 
Business, as purchaser.  Representatives from PRANA Development Group LLC will be 
present to make a presentation to the Board of Regents, if requested. 

 
After discussion, the Board may wish to instruct counsel to prepare an amendment to the 
Agreement described above. 
 
11. POTENTIAL SALE OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3RD AND HARRISON STREET, 

AMARILLO, POTTER COUNTY, TEXAS 
This item is placed on the agenda in order for the Board of Regents to consider the potential 
sale of real property located at 3rd and Harrison Street, Amarillo, Potter County, Texas in 
accordance with Local Government Code Chapter 272. 

 
After discussion, the Board may wish to authorize the potential sale of this property in 
accordance with Local Government Code Chapter 272. 
 
12. ORDER FOR ANNEXATION 

On August 29, 2017, the City of Amarillo annexed a 154.68 acre tract.  Amarillo Junior College 
District previously annexed all but a 14.24 acre portion of this tract of land. 
 
Attached at page 11 is an Order for Annexation of Territory to Amarillo Junior College District.  
The City of Amarillo has annexed 154.68 acres of land lying adjacent to and adjoining the City 
of Amarillo, Texas.  Maps and exhibits showing the area have been provided to the regents.  It 
is recommended that the aforementioned 14.24 acre portion be annexed to the Amarillo Junior 
College District. 

 
After discussion, the Board may wish to approve the aforementioned territory annexation. 

 
13. FINANCIAL REPORT 

The financial statements as of October 31, 2017 are attached at pages 12 through 22. 
 

After discussion the Board may wish to accept the financial report. 
 

14.  CLOSED MEETING 
 

If during the course of the meeting, any discussion of any item on the agenda or any other permitted 
matter(s) should be held in closed meeting, the Board will convene in such closed meeting in accordance 
with the applicable section of the Texas Government Code, Title 5, Chapter 551 et seq.  
 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

NOTE: The Board of Regents will have dinner at 5:15 p.m. in the College Union Building, Palo Duro Room 
208, on the Amarillo College Washington Street Campus, 2201 South Washington Street.  A 
status update will begin at 5:30 p.m. The regular meeting will begin at 6:45 p.m. 
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AMARILLO COLLEGE 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
November 28, 2017 

 
 

1. Dual Credit – transfer of funds to cover expenses of salary. 
 
Increase Academic Outreach – Appointed Personnel Pool $12,730.00 
Decrease General Contingency – Other Pool ($  1,480.00) 
Decrease Academic Outreach – Non-Appointed Personnel Pool ($11,250.00) 
 

2. Registrar – transfer of funds to cover expenses of salary. 
 
Increase Customer Services – Appointed Personnel Pool $23,413.60 
Increase Customer Services – Non-Appointed Personnel Pool $14,661.77 
Decrease General Contingency – Other Pool ($19,172.55) 
Decrease Customer Services – Student Help Pool ($14,451.62) 
Decrease Registrar’s Office – Non-Appointed Personnel Pool ($  3,577.60) 
Decrease Customer Services – Appointed Personnel Pool ($     873.60) 
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STATE OF TEXAS COUNTY 
OF POTTER CITY OF 
AMARILLO 

 
 

PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT FOR 
EAST GATEWAY TAX INCREMENT ZONE NUMBER 2 AMARILLO, TEXAS 

 
THIS PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT (the "Agreement") is made and entered into 

by and between the City of Amarillo, Texas (the "City"), a home rule municipal 
corporation organized and operating under the laws of the State of Texas, and Amarillo 
Junior College District (the "College"), a political subdivision and body politic organized and 
operating under the laws of the State of Texas. 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Tax Increment Financing Act, 

V.T.C.A., Tax Code, Chapter 311 (the "Act"), including Section 311.005(a)(5) of the Act, the 
Amarillo City Council adopted on the 8th day of November, 2016, Ordinance No. 7627 
(the "Ordinance") providing for creation, establishment and designation of a contiguous 
geographic area within the City to be a zone known as the East Gateway Tax Increment 
Zone Number Two, City of Amarillo, Texas (the "Zone") and established a tax increment 
fund (the "TIF Fund") for the Zone, attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed development of the area within the Zone is to include an 

indoor athletic facility, commercial, retail, restaurant, entertainment, and hotel projects, and 
the City and College have determined such projects will significantly enhance the value 
of all the taxable real property in the Zone and will be of general benefit to the City and 
to the College and that would not occur otherwise in the foreseeable future, and 

 
WHEREAS, the final project plan and financing plan for the Zone that includes 

public improvements including street, utilities, drainage, indoor athletic facility, aesthetic 
enhancements and landscaping of the primary gateway, and other public facilities has 
been approved by the Zone Board of Directors and the City Council and a copy is 
attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated by reference as a part hereof for all 
purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 311.013(f), the College is not required to pay tax 

increment into the TIF Fund of the Zone unless it enters into an agreement to do so with the 
City; and 

 
WHEREAS, the College Board of Trustees desires to be a participant in the Zone and 

enter into an agreement with the City; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION OF TERMS, CONDITIONS 
AND COVENANTS CONTAINED HEREIN, THE COLLEGE HEREBY CONTRACTS AND 
AGREES WITH THE CITY AS FOLLOWS: 

 
SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS Terms not defined herein shall be construed as defined 

in the Act (hereinafter defined), or through normal usage if not defined in the Act. The 
following terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them as: 

 
Captured Appraised Value - in a given year, shall mean the total appraised value of 
all real property taxable by a Taxing Unit and located within the Zone for that year 
less the Tax Increment Base. 
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Collection Rate - shall mean the tax collection rate for the prior year current tax roll 
for all entities as certified by the Potter County Tax Assessor-Collector not to exceed 
100%. 

 
Project and Financing Plan - shall mean the Final Project and Financing Plan for the 
Zone as approved by the Zone Board of Directors and the Amarillo City Council in 
accordance with the Act. 
Project Costs - shall mean those eligible costs and expenses identified in the Act and 
paid for the financing, construction and equipping of the projects and improvements 
as defined in the Project and Financing Plan. 

 
Participating Taxing Unit - shall mean those political subdivisions of the State of 
Texas authorized to impose ad valorem taxes on real property within the Zone and 
agreeing to participate in the Zone, more particularly being the City of Amarillo, Potter 
County, Amarillo Junior College District, Amarillo Hospital District, and the Panhandle 
Groundwater Conservation District. 

 
Tax Increment - shall mean the amount of property taxes levied and collected by a 
Taxing Unit on the Captured Appraised Value of real property taxable by a Taxing 
Unit located in the Zone. 

 
Tax Increment Base - shall mean the total appraised value of all real property 
taxable by a Taxing Unit and located in the Zone on January 1, 2016. 

 
Tax Increment Fund - shall mean the account or fund established in Ordinance No. 
7627 for the Zone for the deposit and disbursement of Tax Increment. 

 
Zone - shall mean East Gateway Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number 2, City 
of Amarillo, Texas, created, established and designated pursuant to Ordinance No. 
7627, adopted by the City on November 8, 2016. 

 
SECTION 2:   AGREEMENT TO PAY TAX INCREMENT 

 
(a) Pursuant to a resolution or order adopted by the governing body of the 

College, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C, the College hereby agrees to 
participate in the Zone by depositing each year during the term of the Zone to the credit of 
the TIF Fund, beginning with the 2017 tax year an amount equal to One Hundred Per Cent 
(100%) of the Tax Increment produced from the annual ad valorem tax rate levied by the 
participating entity on the Captured Appraised Value times Collection Rate. 

 
(b) The collection and deposit of Tax Increment into the TIF Fund by the College 

shall occur each calendar year during the term of the Agreement when there appears on 
the Taxing Unit's tax rolls taxable values in excess of the Tax Increment Base and the 
Taxing Unit's annual tax rate has been levied and assessed on the Captured Appraised 
Value in the Zone. 

 
SECTION 3: CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION This Agreement is based on the 

following conditions, and the City agrees and acknowledges the College's right to enforce 
the conditions contained herein by injunction or any other lawful means in the event one 
or more of such conditions are not satisfied. 

 
(a) Only Project Costs within the Zone are to be paid with Tax Increment, and in 

the case of the Tax Increment deposited to the credit of the Tax Increment Fund by the 
College, such Project Costs shall be limited to pay Project Costs as set forth and identified 
in the Project and Financing Plan. 



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

7 

 
(b) The Ordinance defines the boundaries and eligible real properties for the 

calculation of the Zone. The Participating Taxing Entities shall approve any expansion of 
the Zone prior to depositing into the TIF Fund for any Tax Increment generated from 
properties in the expanded area as an amendment to this Agreement. 

 
(c) In the event obligations are sold and issued to finance Project Costs for 

infrastructure improvements and such obligations have been issued and sold in part 
based on the College's participation under this Agreement, the College agrees to pay its Tax 
Increment each year into the TIF Fund during the term of this agreement. The College 
may pursue any other rights and remedies at law or in equity to enforce such conditions, 
as it deems appropriate except the right to withhold Tax Increment to be deposited to 
the TIF Fund while such obligations are outstanding. 

 
SECTION 4:  CITY'S RESPONSIBILITIES 
(a) In accordance with the Act, City shall maintain accurate and complete 

records and accounts relating to the receipt and disbursement of all Tax Increment 
deposited to the credit of the TIF Fund. Pending the disbursement of amounts to pay 
Project Costs in accordance with this Agreement, City may deposit funds to the credit of the 
TIF Fund, which may be invested in accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Public 
Funds Investment Act and the policies and guidelines of the City for the investment of City 
funds, and annually the City shall provide documentation of same to College. 

 
(b) After all Project Costs have been paid or at the time of the termination of this 

Agreement, the City shall prepare and provide the College with a final accounting of the 
funds deposited to and disbursed from the TIF Fund. Any Tax Increment remaining in the 
TIF Fund following the final accounting by the City shall be paid to the Taxing Units in 
proportion to each taxing unit's share of the total amount of Tax Increment derived from 
taxable real property in the Zone deposited in the TIF Fund during the Fund's existence. 

 
SECTION 5:  TERM 

 
The term of this Agreement shall be thirty-(30)  years  from the date the zone was 
created, which was November 8, 2016. 

 
SECTION 6:   LIABILITY 

 
(a) The College and the City shall each be solely responsible for the negligent acts 

of their respective officers, agents, employees or separate contractors. In the event of joint 
and concurrent negligence of the City, the College and the other Taxing Units, 
responsibility, if any shall be apportioned comparatively in accordance with the laws of 
the State of Texas, without, however, waiving any governmental immunity, defense, or 
affirmative defense available to the City, College, and other Taxing Units under the laws 
of the State of Texas. 

 
(b) The City hereby expressly agrees and acknowledges the College shall have 

no liability under the terms of this Agreement for any act or failure to act other than to pay 
into the TIF Fund the Tax Increment produced by the Zone during the term of this Agreement 
as provided in Section 2 hereof and in the Act. 

 
SECTION 7: NOTICES  Any notice, request, proposal, demand, approval, or 

certification under this Agreement shall be deemed to have been given when personally 
delivered, or if mailed, seventy-two (72) hours after deposit in the United States Mail, with 
proper postage affixed (certified mail, return receipt requested), properly addressed to the 
contact person shown at the respective address set forth below, or at such other address 
as either party may request in  
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If intended for City, to:   City Manager 
     City of Amarillo 
     PO Box 1971 
     City of Amarillo, Texas 79105-1971 
 
If intended for the College, to:  President 
     Amarillo Junior College District 
     PO Box 447 
     Amarillo, Texas  79178 

 
SECTION 8: SEVERABILITY In the event any term, covenant, or condition herein 

contained shall be held to be invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity 
shall not affect any other term, covenants, or condition herein contained. 

 
SECTION 9: GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE This Agreement is made subject to 

the provisions of the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas and applicable federal 
laws, regulations and requirements, as amended. Venue for any cause of action arising 
hereunder shall lie exclusively in Potter County, Texas. 

 
SECTION 10: ENTIRE AGREEMENT This Agreement embodies the complete 

understanding of the City and the College superseding all oral or written previous and 
contemporary agreements between the parties in relation to the matters addressed 
herein.   This Agreement may be amended, modified, or supplemented only by an 
instrument in writing executed by the City and the College. 

 
SECTION 11: NO ASSIGNMENT This Agreement is not assignable. 

 
SECTION 12: NON-WAIVER Failure of any party hereto to insist on the strict 

performance of any of the agreements herein or to exercise any rights or remedies 
accruing hereunder upon fault or failure of performance shall not be considered a waiver 
of the right to insist on, and to enforce by any appropriate remedy, strict compliance with 
any other obligation hereunder or to exercise any right or remedy occurring as a result of 
any future default of failure of performance. 

 
SECTION 13: EFFECTIVE DATE This Agreement shall become effective on date 

stated below. 
 

SECTION 14: COUNTERPARTS This Agreement may be executed in multiple 
counterparts, each of which shall be considered an original, but all of which shall constitute 
one instrument. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be 

executed by their duly authorized representatives as of the dates noted. 
 

Executed this day of________________________, 2017 . 

 
 
 
 CITY OF AMARILLO, TEXAS 
 
 
 By: ______________________________ 
  Jared H. Miller, City Manager 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Frances Hibbs, City Secretary 
 
 
 
 AMARILLO JUNIOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 
 
 
 By: _______________________________ 
  Dr. Russell Lowery-Hart, President 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Joy Brenneman, Executive Assistant 
Amarillo College 
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RESOLUTION 

 
 
 
 

STATE OF TEXAS § 
§ 

COUNTY OF POTTER § 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Regents of the Amarillo Junior College District hereby finds that Amarillo 

Junior College District should approve and execute the participation Agreement for East Gateway Tax 

Increment Zone Number 2 Amarillo, Texas for the purposes outlined therein; THEREFORE: 

 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE AMARILLO JUNIOR COLLEGE 

DISTRICT: 

 
 

That Amarillo Junior College District participate in and become signatory to the 
participation Agreement for East Gateway Tax Increment Zone Number 2 Amarillo, 
Texas for the purposes and on the conditions outlined in said Agreement. 

 
Passed and approved the 28th day of November, 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair, Board of Regents Amarillo 
Junior College District 

 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

Secretary, Board of Regents 
Amarillo Junior College District 
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ORDER FOR ANNEXATION OF 

 
TERRITORY TO 

 
AMARILLO JUNIOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 

 
WHEREAS, Amarillo Junior College District, pursuant to the Texas Education Code 

Section 130.066, has heretofore annexed all of the territory which is co-extensive with the city 
limits of Amarillo, Texas; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Amarillo, Texas, did on August 29, 2017, enact its ordinance No. 

7678 thereby annexing and including the territory described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto within 
the boundary limits of the City of Amarillo, Texas, and amending the present boundary limits of 
such city at the various points contiguous to the areas described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto so 
as to include the territory described in Exhibit “A” within the corporate limits of the City of Amarillo, 
Texas; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Texas Education Code Section 130.066 the governing board 

of Amarillo Junior College District by order may annex for Junior College purposes any territory 
annexed by the City of Amarillo, Texas, and the governing board of Amarillo Junior College District 
wishes to annex the territory described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto which territory has previously 
been annexed to the City of Amarillo, Texas, by ordinance No. 7678 referred to above; it is 
therefore ORDERED that the territory described in Exhibit “A”, which exhibit is expressly 
incorporated herein by reference, are annexed for purposes of the Amarillo Junior College District 
and same shall be henceforth a part of the Amarillo Junior College District for all  purposes. 

 
Read, adopted and approved by at least a majority of regents of the Amarillo Junior College 

District and the seal thereof hereunto affixed this 28th day of November, 2017. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Chair, Board of Regents 
Amarillo Junior College District 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Regents 
Amarillo Junior College District 
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OCTOBER 2017 FINANCIALS 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

13 

 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

14 

 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

15 

 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

16 

 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

17 

 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

18 

 

 
\ 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

19 

 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

20 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

21 

 

 
  



Agenda for the Amarillo College Board of Regents Regular Meeting on Nov. 28, 2017 
 

 
 

22 

 

 


