
CELEBRATES... 

• Constitution Day is celebrated on Sep-
tember 17, or the preceding or following 
weekday, if it falls on a Saturday, the 
anniversary of the day the framers 
signed the document.  

• The oldest person to sign the Constitu-
tion was Benjamin Franklin (81). The 
youngest was Jonathan Dayton of New 
Jersey (26).  

• Because of his poor health, Benjamin 
Franklin needed help to sign the Consti-
tution. As he did so, tears streamed 
down his face 

• A proclamation by President George 
Washington and a congressional reso-
lution established the first national 
Thanksgiving Day on November 26, 
1789. The reason for the holiday was to 
give “thanks” for the new Constitution. 

• The first time the formal term “The Unit-
ed States of America” was used was in 
the Declaration of Independence. 

• The word “democracy” does not appear 
once in the Constitution.  

Interesting Facts 

Why Celebrate? 
 
The purpose of Constitution 
day is to ensure that stu-
dents in our country are 
gaining knowledge and ap-
preciation for this valuable 
and important document of 
freedom.. 
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Constitution Day 
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