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EVOLUTION 

OF

GENERAL EDUCATION COMPETENCIES

2004-Current

THECB Approved Competencies for 2013 - Current Year

In the fall of 2013, AC took the 6 already approved AC general education competencies and tweaked the wording to exactly match the format of the 6 approved THECB core objectives. 

In addition, AC continued to evolve some of the existing institutional effectiveness processes.

The result was as follows:

General Education Competencies
AC uses a course-based system and annual reflection process to determine whether AC students and graduates have achieved the general education competencies. AC uses THECB regulations, SACSCOC regulations, and the AC Assessment Committee recommendations to guide all assessment processes. By enrolling at Amarillo College, students have agreed to participate in assessment.
Core Objective Descriptions

1. Critical Thinking Skills -to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information 

2. Communication Skills - to include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication

3. Empirical and Quantitative Skills - to include the manipulation and analysis of numerical data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions

4. Teamwork - to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal

5. Social Responsibility - to include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities

6. Personal Responsibility - to include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making

6 Competencies Approved for 2011-2013 Year
Approved 2/18/11 – Academic Affairs Committee

	General Education
	



General education, as distinguished from professional or technical education, provides a broad-based educational experience. General education courses promote those skills, understandings, attitudes and values which will equip students for effective, responsible, productive living. The General Education program is structured so that all degrees require a core of courses with each of the following areas represented: Fine Arts/Humanities, Social/Behavioral Sciences, Natural Sciences/Mathematics. The courses required for the AA, AS, AAT and AAS degrees constitute the core curriculum as required by the State of Texas.

General Education Competencies
AC uses an embedded assessment approach across the curriculum to determine whether students who have completed at least 30 hours at AC have achieved the general education competencies. AC uses the Institutional Portfolio Model developed by Johnson County Community College in Kansas. By enrolling at Amarillo College, students have agreed to participate in assessment. (See Assessment of Student Experiences).

Critical Thinking Skills – Students will engage in creative and/or innovative thinking, and/or inquiry, analysis, evaluation, synthesis of information, organizing concepts and constructing solutions.

Communication skills – Students will demonstrate effective written, oral and visual communication.

Empirical and Quantitative Skills – Students will demonstrate applications of scientific and mathematical concepts.
Teamwork – Students will demonstrate the ability to work effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal and consider different points of view.

Social Responsibility – Students will demonstrate intercultural competency and civic knowledge by engaging effectively in local, regional, national and global communities.

Personal Responsibility – Students will demonstrate the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making.

4 Competencies: 2008-2010 
Approved 1/25/08 – Instructional Assessment Sub-committee
General Education 
General education, as distinguished from professional or vocational education, provides a broad-based educational experience. General education courses promote those skills, understandings, attitudes, and values which will equip students for effective, responsible, productive living. The General Education program is structured so that all degrees require a core of courses with each of the following areas represented: Fine Arts/Humanities, Social/Behavioral Sciences, and Natural Sciences/Mathematics. The courses required for the AA, AS, and AAT degrees constitute the core curriculum as required by the State of Texas. 

General Education Competencies 
Completion of a degree program at Amarillo College will demonstrate student competence in oral communication, fundamental mathematical skills, and the basic use of computer as specified below: 

Mathematics: Students will analyze and solve mathematical problems using computational skills. 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Students will analyze problems, acquire and evaluate information, organize concepts, and construct solutions. 

Communication: Students will evaluate, analyze, and communicate effectively through written, verbal, and non-verbal expression. 

Technology: Students will demonstrate competency in using relevant technology, primarily computer related.
6 Competencies: 2007-2008 
Approved 2/24/06 – Academic Affairs
General Education 
General education, as distinguished from professional or vocational education, provides a broad-based educational experience. General education courses promote those skills, understandings, attitudes, and values which will equip students for effective, responsible, productive living. The General Education program is structured so that all degrees require a core of courses with each of the following areas represented: Fine Arts/Humanities, Social/Behavioral Sciences, and Natural Sciences/Mathematics. The courses required for the AA, AS, and AAT degrees constitute the core curriculum as required by the State of Texas. 

General Education Competencies 
Completion of a degree program at Amarillo College will demonstrate student competence in reading, writing, oral communication, fundamental mathematical skills, and the basic use of computer as specified below: 

Mathematical Skills: Students will analyze and solve mathematical problems using computational skills. 

Application of Skills (Analytical Thinking, Critical Thinking, 
Problem Solving): Students will analyze problems, acquire and evaluate information, organize concepts, and construct solutions. 

Communication Skills (Reading, Writing, Speaking, Non- 
Verbal): Students will evaluate, analyze, and communicate effectively through written, verbal, and non-verbal expression. 

Technological Literacy: Students will demonstrate competency in using relevant technology. 

Aesthetic Awareness: Students will demonstrate an awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities and the aesthetic principles that guide these works. 

Ethics, Integrity, & Diversity: Students will identify standards promoting academic, professional, and civic responsibility within a culturally diverse society. 
Original Nine General Education Competencies (2004-2006)
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General Education

General education, as distinguished from professional or
vocational education, provides a broad-based educational
experience. General aducation courses promoe those
skills, understandings, attudes, and values which will
‘equip students for effective, responsibie, produciive lving
The General Education program is structured so that all de-
grees require a core of courses with each of the following
areas represented: Fine ArtsHumanities, Social/Bshavioral
Sciences, Natural Sciences/Mathematics. The courses
required for the AA and AS degrees consiitute the core
curriculum as requited by the State of Texas.

GENERAL EDUCATION COMPETENCIES

Completion o a degree program at Amarillo College il

demonstrate student competence in reading, writing, oral

communication, fundamental mathematical skills, and the

basic use of computer as specified below

« Reading Skils analyzes and inferprets a variety of
printed materials

Witten Communication Skils: organizes and expresses

wiitien ideas coherently and appropriately

Oral Communication Skills: organizes and expresses

spoken ideas coerently and appropriately

Fundamental Mathematical Skill: performs basic

mathematical computations

Basic Computer Literacy Skills: uses computer

technology to communicate, solve problems, and

acquire information

Human and Social Understanding Skils: thinks criically

about social and global issues, examines diverse

perspectives, and understands the principles of

democracy

Problem-Solving and Decision-Making Skill: searches

for and tests solutions using analytical and intuitive

abiies

Aesthetic Appreciation Skill: knows and appreciates

interpretations, ideas, and values expressed in human

imagination and thought

Critcal Thinking Skills: seeks, organizes, assimilates,

synthesizes, and uses information to solve real-world

problems.

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
[AnandAs] Aas
Degrees' | Degree
Communication
ENGL 1301; Freshman Comp. | 3 3
ENGL 1302: Freshman Comp. I 3
‘Speech Communication 3 3
Social/Behavioral Sciences 3
HIST 1301/1302: History of the
United States il 6
GOVT 2305: Govt of the U.S. 3
GOVT 2306: Govt of Texas
and the U.S. 3
Elective® 3
Natural Science/Mathematics
Mathematics* 3 3
Natural Science” 8
Humanities/Fine Arts* 3
Humanities® 3
Visual and Performing Arts” 3
Lifetime Fitness.
Any PHED course numbered
11011122 1
42 15
"These requirements constitute the core curriculum as.
required by tho State of Texas.
*As specified in individual curricula
o selected from the following lst

‘The General Education requitements for the AA and AS de-
grees as displayed in the preceding chart make up the
“Core Curiculum” as required by the State of Texas. Ama-
rillo College's 42 credit hour core wiltransfer to any Texas
state collage or university and satisfy 42 credit hours of
that insitution's core currculum requirement. Likewise,
course credits totaling less than 42 credit hours will trans-
fer and count towards the core curriculum requirements at
the receiving insttution in the appropriate categories.

Curriculum Plans

‘This section of the catalog presents curricula which fead
to Gertficates of Completion, Associate in Applied Science.
(ARS), Associate in Arts (AA), and Associate in Science
(AS) degrees.

Each student who declares an intended major will be given
2 degree plan and advised by the faculty advisor based on
the university lo which he/she intends to transter

The certificate and AAS curricula requirements are based
‘on the professional judgment of the faculiy and advisory
comiltee for each program. The objective of these cur-
ficula is to prepare students for entry level positions in the
specific ocoupation. Course subsitutions may be made
‘upon the recommendation of the faculty when it is in the
best interest of the student and consistent with the integrity
of the program.

‘The curricula which fsad to.an A or AS degree have been
designed to paraliel the freshman and sophomore require-
mens at a typical Texas university in the respective major.
The General Education companent in each curriculum plan




