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	PARTICIPANTS



	Debbie Bailey – AC (Washington Street Campus)
Susan Burks – AC (Washington Street Campus)
Brenda Cates – AISD (Palo Duro)
Gail Davis – AISD (Amarillo High)
Shauna Herbert – AISD (Tascosa)
Jennifer Jeter – AISD (Caprock)
Catheryne Lankford – AC (Washington Street Campus)
Jill Miller – AISD (Palo Duro)
Theresa Miller – AISD (Amarillo High)
Gay Mills – AC (Washington Street Campus)
Anne Nail – AC (Washington Street Campus)
Cheryl Whatley – AISD (Caprock)
Amber Williams – AISD (Tascosa)



	CONCERNS




1. Dual Credit – when asked if they could only change one thing to the current system, it was Dual Credit.

2. Tech Prep – the intended goal for high school students to receive college credit for an articulated college course is not happening for most AISD Tech Prep students. When they successfully complete an articulated high school course, they receive a grade for high school credit, but cannot receive college hours until they:

· Enroll in the same major (i.e. BCIS to Business Major).

· Take at least 9 hours at AC.

The problem is: when a Tech Prep student has successfully completed the AISD Tech Prep course and learned the required competencies agreed upon by both AISD and AC instructors, the student should then receive the credit at the college level. The articulation is set up to be with the same major, but the student should receive the credit at least as an elective. If it’s good enough for the major, it should be good enough as an elective. If this change could be made, we would see an increase in Tech Prep credit being given since the grant was awarded.
Another problem is how the system recognizes Tech Prep credit. When qualified Tech Prep students enroll @ AC, credit is often not received because:
· Registrar or the counselors are not aware of the Tech Prep credit on the high school transcript and do not see that the credit is given, or
· The student fails/forgets to specify their desire to receive their earned credit and is overlooked.
3. Counselors – too often, PRO is a dumping ground for unqualified students. Have a meeting between PRO businesses and counselors to educate the counselors. AISD needs to develop a means for connection from what employers need....to what classes are needed @ AC...to what classes are needed in high school...and then give that information to the counselors.

CATE Counselors should:
· ADVISE the students on career paths, rather than simply sticking them in a slot.

· Educate the other counselors.

· Oversee the Dual Credit process.

· Oversee the application process to ensure that only qualified students go to PRO.

· Be a liaison between the AISD high schools, AC.

· Coordinate off-campus job shadowing for the PRO students

4. Administrative Support - Specific information and support MUST come from the TOP-DOWN to make PRO & CTE a priority. Good communication is a must. AC/AISD needs to continue collaborating. 

	WHY DO YOU TEACH?



	· It's fulfilling; I love seeing the light bulbs go off in their heads.
· I was recruited into the classroom. My heart bleeds technology.

· I love making a difference. Plus, I love having an audience.

· I love teenagers and love teaching business.

· I have great students, work at a great school, and enjoy all the teachers.

· I am a REBORN teacher because of PRO. I love working with interns. My mentors get it and they make such a difference.

· Teaching them to be culturally active. They WANT to be there and are on fire when they come into the classroom.

· Teaching is rewarding.

· I love business education. It's relevant and real. I also love watching my kids succeed.

· I love teaching. I feel like I've found my destination.

· Business Professional Association (BPA) made such a difference in my life. It gave me such confidence.

· I like the success stories and seeing them apply what they learn.

· I feel needed and feel like I can help them. 




	WHAT JOBS ARE YOUR STUDENTS GETTING AFTER YOU TRAIN THEM?




MANAGEMENT

· United.

· Atmos.

· McDonald's.

· Retail, etc.

TRAVEL & TOURISM 

· Airlines.

· Hotels.

· Cruise lines.

· Transportation.

· Embassy consultants.

· Travel agencies.

· Tour companies, etc.

OFFICE 

· Medical.

· Legal.

· Insurance.

· Banks.

· Hospitals.

· Retail.

CALL CENTER 

· Atmos.

· Sitel.

· Excel.

· Blue Cross Blue Shield.

· Salons – receptionists.

· Receptionists ANYWHERE.

RETAIL 

· Blockbuster.

· Hastings.

· WT Bookkeeping.

· Bookkeeping ANYWHERE.

· Mall (anywhere).

· United Super

	HOW ARE THE AISD & AC BOTH SERVING THE STUDENT?



	GROUP #1

Life Skills:

· Dual credit.

· Tech Prep.

· Internships.

· Job Shadowing

Readiness Tools:

· Ready for the Real World.

· Showcase of Technology.

· Entrepreneurship.

Sneak Peek.

Financial Assistance:

· Scholarships.

· Career & placement centers.

· Social skills.

· Clubs (academic).

· Field trips.

GROUP #2

· Give information about job markets.

· Give job leads.

· Interviewing skills.

· Job skills (dealing with conflict, etc.).

· Introducing them to job opportunities (in tourism).

· Importance of networking.

· Field observation (job shadowing).

· Networking with industry.

· Supervisory/Human Relations/Communication skills.

· We build RELATIONSHIPS!




	PRO WEBSITE



	Those who looked at the PRO website since our first meeting were very impressed. The following suggestions were made:

· Awesome videos.

· The assessment was really well done.

· Informative.

· User-friendly.

· Colorful. 

· Professional & well done.

· I let the kids in my class get on the PRO website of class and they really liked it (they were quiet and really got into it).

· There could me more business videos (10 instead of 6).


The following people said you could contact them for direct feedback: Cheryl Whatley and Shauna Herbert.


PRO COMMENT FROM AN AISD FACULTY MEMBER:

We must continue to educate exactly what PRO is and to whom it is targeted along with the role of each of the partners. Many people already have a misconception that PRO is only targeted to AISD students who are under-achievers or not planning on attending college. There’s also a stigma placed on high school students to say, “I’m going to college after high school,” when in reality, they don’t know what they want to do.
The PRO internships will give students an opportunity to discover employment opportunities that they would not have known about and a reason to pursue more education.
 

The AISD must continue to educate its market, parents, students, and teachers, while the role of our businesses must be to share their employment opportunities along with training, certifications and educational incentives. Industries today do want an educated and skilled workforce. That is where Amarillo College fits in. AC has done an excellent job in offering specific training and certifications based on the needs of the Panhandle. We are beginning to realize that we must work together and make sure that everyone involved has the correct information.

BUSINESS EDUCATION

	HOW CAN WE DESIGN A MORE SEAMLESS CURRICULUM?



	Task


	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	· Offer Dual Credit for Technical courses.

* Make a publication with facts for registration, cost comparison of AC to WT, Tech, etc.

* Contact parents and students about these offerings.

* Replace Tech Prep (it's not working).

* Issue grades (no check marks)
	LeAnn Estep/Lou Ann Seabourn

PRO Coordinator

AISD teachers

?

?
	?

?

?

?

?

	· Advisory Cmte (with AC/AISD, business, people.
	?
	?

	· Combine / simplify Tech-Prep & Achieve Texas

(current systems are too fragmented)
	?
	?

	· Dual Credit Coop
	?
	?

	· Fund DECA/BPA contests and travel to give more credibility and excitement to our programs.
	?
	?

	· “Showcase” field trip for AISD high schools to AC to highlight Bus Ed courses/student life activities.
	
	Spring 2010

	· “Showcase” field trip for other Panhandle high schools to AC to highlight Bus Ed courses/student life activities.
	
	

	·  August in-service @ AC for tour and collaboration (communicate prerequisites to establish validity).
	Shauna Herbert to ask LeAnn Estep
	Spring 2009

	· Frequently, invite AC instructors/students into our high school classes (afternoons) to talk about programs/courses.
	Debbie Bailey, Gay Mills
	Each semester starting 2009/10


MARKETING / MANAGEMENT

	HOW CAN WE DESIGN A MORE SEAMLESS CURRICULUM?



	Task


	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	· Dual Credit - change curriculum on high school level to align with AC courses (such as Human Relations, Communications Management, Supervision). Then, finish with a Management Certificate.
	LeAnn Estep & Lou Ann Seabourn
	?

	· Coop Dual Credit – align high school curriculum to AC for even more credit for the students.
	LeAnn Estep & Lou Ann Seabourne
	?

	· Have the AC division counselors and registrars “flag” the Tech Prep students and send them onto the appropriate programs.
	Anne Nail to talk to AC President
	?

	· Application process – have a screening to ensure the right students with the appropriate prerequisites get into our program.
	PRO Coordinator
	Ongoing

	· AC provides computers to AISD to then network together. 
	
	

	
	
	




	PRO
	
	

	· Mandatory student exposure to PRO website all 4 years in a classroom setting.
	
	

	· Have AC instructors/students come into the CTE classrooms to give program overviews and talk about job opportunities. Invited the counselors, too.
	
	

	· Maintain and update the PRO website.
	
	

	· Have a PRO coordinator on every campus and liaison between students & counselors & AC programs.
	
	


